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; 555 
Sir FR ANCIS PETE. 
82 del hath beey * 140 W of 22 
4 A manner been trodden under foot , Arts ant 
Liberal Sciences contemned and villified 05 
Aclipſe ; many Scioli and illiterate perſons like muſt-- 
| roms have ſprung up, and arm'd with Ignorance and 
that moſt profound Science. And this ſcum of the 
1 wany , undertakes to teil Fortunes, predict future 
4 Hucbands , with thouſands of ſuch: like fopperies, ' 2 3 
dictus pererius , comming by accident into my hands; © 
ter I had ſeriouſly peruſed him, I eſteemed it H 4 
3 A 2 | 


- and truly. Noble, 172 "1 
2 

unfortunate times, that Learning bath in _ 

3 of the ret, e 4 hath had 4 grand E. 
¶ Impudence, miſtake themſelves for great Rabbies in. 
: Contjngents , inform ſilly Girles wi ſhall be their 
170 Grave, Fulicious, and Learned Author , Ben- 
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1 know there will | 4 
at my Labours, and therefore, Noble Sir, knowing 
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your Education to be above the ordinary ſtrain event | 


F 


of Per w of Quality ; your Fudgement excellent 


Jour F. 


mirable; and your Extraition Honourable , I hun 


bly beſeech you to patronize theſe my weak, Ended. 
_ wours, and give them leave to appear in Publick un 
* der the Wings of your auſpicious Protefliog : whialſ 
bon vouchſafe , I ſpall neither fear Momus ual 
| Ariftarchus, bt reſt ſecure, and ſubſcribe my ſelf, 1 


sI B, 
Your moſt Humble, and 


Faithful Servant, 
- Percy Enderbie. 
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kill in Mathematicall Concluſions tranſcend 
dent; Jour knowledge in Tongues and Sciences ad 
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mpudency: and _ I I 
madneſs of thoſe (whom fools © 
«| call Judgement-giving, of 7. 3 ; 
diciary Aſtrologers) that they! will - 

MF needs perſwade the vulgar and tlli- 3 
¶ terate, that the moſt holy and ſacred * 
"Fscripture (as they boaſt — brag 595 
Inot onely winks at, but gives full 
J power and authority to their Art of 2 
of Aſtronomy 3; and therefore; Tor- A 
ſooth, God created the great 4 b 
Jand | Luminaries of the Heavens, the 
sun, Moon, and Stars, and oa 1 4 
them, Let them be for 7 rang, TOR 1 5 
1 A 3 1 


7e Preface. na 1 0 | 
0 3 is the 1 


go SE na OE on ag ae e 
A N " * 2 4 
A SE TIRE 9 r 8 ehem F 
N n CONC 4 3 1 
220 * N 7 > * — 
5 ; 2 * 9 
; * ISS 
7 ? 
x0 
2 ** % Ne 
n * 7 1 
= ay 
2 * 
. 
> 


Which oP io will needs wrel d. 
to ſpeak thus ; that by Aſtrologica c 
divination, and obſerving the motiſ i 
on of the Stars 7 they can prognoſts 1 
cate things to come, and future efis 
vents: This grand error hath cauſed 
St. Aimbroſe, St. Baſil, and divers othelff 
Fathers, upon the true expoſition off 
thoſe words to enlarge themſelves ui 
and upon ſound Fundamentals, noe 
'onely to impugne and diſprove, buff 
alſo to lay open the vanities and fopit! 
peries of Aſtrological Prediction pu 
By the example of which FatherÞpo 
but more eſpecially by the heavytta 
and ſeveral Sentences in holy Scriſpfl 
pture againſt thoſe kinde of Aſtrolg ul 
gers, being moved, and alſo by a juſſbin 
hatred againſt them, by reaſon qtiſc 
\ thei 
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{ Mehr fraudulent a erni- 
a cious lyes and couzenage, this'B 


is undertaken to confute and refell Y 
Ithoſe fantaſtick Divinations which. 


4is hoped will be accepted by all; as 


Ipeing for the utility and good of all. 
ei Johannes Picus Mirandulanus bath 3 


written very largely dly : 2 


pon this ſubject, but ha proli 
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gcrards has Readers from peruſi ng hi. f 2 


whole works; therefore in this Tract 
(though the field be lar ge and ſpaci 


Sous) ſuch method ſhall be ulech tha _ — 


Hothing ſhall be brought upon b 4 
* dies Denies) but onely ſuch 48 1 


VY I 


4 all be ſuccin&, and moſt condu- 
ulfing to the purpoſe. In this Trea- 
1 ic againſt the vanity of this ſort of 


v4 
» Wo 
ro= 3 
5 * N 
lel 3 


5 
S 
3 Op 
1 
I” 


* I 


#4 
— 75 


* 


; 


F The Preface. e 
1 Aſtrologers , Twill reduce all; inte : 
ide Chapters. 5 
In the firſt ſhall be Jetaontitared i . 
that Divination is oppoſite and con 
trary to Sacred and Eccleſt aſtical | 
Doctrine. 
1 Secondly , Fhat Aſtrologers art - 
totally ignorant of Celeſtiall ang 
Heavenly things. | FP 
Thirdly, That this Divining ang 
Fore-telling Art is contrary to Rea 
ſon and Philoſophy. | 
Fourthly, That the Stars are 
. em being the Efficient Cauſt * 
of things to come, that they are nd 
o much as evident Signs. N 
Laſtly, Reaſon ſhall make it a 'f 
pear, that no Predictions of Aſtro 


logers can be infallible and true. 
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I The Aftrologer Anatomiz 4; 1 L 
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2 Diana contrary 44 
Divine Scripture, Eceleſcaicall 2 
I Diſe cipline , aud Be * 


Grine. 


re 


p IF: . 


fe Af rologers confuted, by Sentences 2 Texts of be | 
ly Scripture, Examples and Inſtitutions of the 
C burch, and T heological Reaſons. 


i T moſt holy and ſacred Scripture, cryes 


10 


out, and tells us, that the certain pre- 
0 ſeience and prediction of things to come 
i and happen, belongs neither to Man nor 
Devils themfelves, but is onely and ſolely to AL 


1 mighty God bimſelf z read the Prophet * j 
* c haps 3 
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him ay. Shen what - 
"and we ſhall knom that 
TIER £ 1 


1 . b 
- Southſajers into fury. And in chap, 47, God de- p 
riding the Babylonians and ¶ haldeans coritiding in 


their Siderial and Aſtrological Predictions, thus}! 
ſpeaketh unto them ; Stand with thine Inchanters; h; 
aug with the multitude of thy Sorceries in which ar 
thou baft-travelled from thy youth , if perhaps it may an 
profit thee any thing, or if thou mayeſt become ſtron fo 
ger, thou haſt failed in the multiude of thy councels £0 
let the Aſtrologers of Heaven fland and ſave thee Mi 
which contemplate the ſkars, and count the monethn 98 
that by them they-might tell things that ſhall come i cu 
thee, Iſa. 47.12. And a little before he had ſaid of 
thy wiſdom and thy ſcience , this hath deceive@$®1 
thee; and 7eremiah in his tenth Chapter adm ig 
niſheth the Jews to contemn and ſet light by Aſtro dre 
logical Predictions and Obſervations, for that bſot- 
no influence of ſtars any thing was either to bi Ch 
feared or hoped for; theſe are his words: Accord y01 
ing to the wayes of the Gentiles learn not, aud thi tio 
bens of the Heavens, which the Heathen fear, be nit ſna 
afraid, becanſe the laws of the people are vain. Andgenc 
Solomon in Eccleſ. to. denieth man to have the A1. 
knowledge and foreſight of things to come, off bis 
contingent; A man is ignorant what hath been bi tair 
fore him, and what ſpall be after him who can tell, & Fun 
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wh 4 man jc ignaramt of, things pat, andthings/covome | 
e con ler by no meſſenger. Thus we:mayplaine | 
i] ly Perceive, the vain Aſtrologicel :Prediftions in 
„ boiy Writ; to be contemned, deriged , and op- 
e. poſes... n 
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And with the ſacred Text in this as in alfthir 
4 ele, the Judgement of the holy Church walls 
% band in hand, for ever from the- very infancy 
-þ4 and firſt beginning, ſhe cryes out againſt, deteſts, 
„and condemns Judicial Aſtrology, and the vaiͥn 
4 fooleries thereof, how many and ſeveral, yea, an! 
It choſe moſt ſevere and checking Deerees, and Ful- 
ee minations hath ſhe enacted to chat parpoſe * 
Li againt choſe brain · ſick Fortune. tellera and Cala. 
N culators of future events, read in the ſerond pare - 
ia of her Decrees throughout the firſt! five Queſti- * 
ons: and you ſhall eaſily diſcover his juſt ange 
Wapainſt her perverſe (if io I may call them) Th LO 
dren ; or if ſuch ſpurious may be ſtiled the ifſne _Þ 
of ſo holy a Mother: Read the ninth and centi xn 
Chapter of the Council called Brararemſe, cat 
rd vour eyes upon the Tolet ane Council, in the Aſſer⸗ 
chef tion of Faith, againſt the Priſcillianiſts, 4nd you 
wth ſhall finde how much that fantaſtick ſeeming Sci. 
nal ence, is exploded and deteſted. Did not Pope 
che Alexander the Fourth of that name, as the telt of 
off bis Succeſſors I ſuppoſe would do, ſuſpend a cere 
I tain Prieſt a whole year; from the exerciſe of his 
Function, for the onely going to an Afﬀtrologer : 
D:3 7! to 4 
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4 The Aſtrologer Anatomix d: 
to ask his advice concerning a Robbery committed 
in his Church: And do we not finde variety of h 
* diſputationsinthe writings of ancient and learn A 
ed Fathers againſt thoſe Aſtrologers, whom ſome ® 
times they call Ironically CHaldæant, or Nativity. 1 
| ; 
A 
hi 
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Caſters; other while Mathematicians, and Pla. 

netarians, (this is as I ſuppoſe, men Planet: ſtruckſ 
or in plain Engliſn, mad men) by which it moſi * 
plainly appears, how odious and deteſtable theſi "© 
Ekinde of Fellows was to our vertuous and godly 7* 
Fore· fathers: Baſlins in his ſixth Homily upol * 
Geneſis, diſputeth admirably againſt theſe people 
| fo doth St. Chryſoſtome, and Gregory the Great ol 
|  theſecond Chapter of St. Matthew; but above 
all, St. Auguſtine lib. 2. upon Geneſis, cap. 17. al 
alſo in his ſecond book of Chriftian Doctrine 
cap. 21, and ſome Chapters following; and in hi 
learned Treatiſe of the City of God, in ſome of 
the Chapters of the firſt book, he moſt copiouſſ 
and quaintly handles this ſubje& ; unto the ver 
ſame purpoſe tend thoſe moſt excellent diſcuſſions 
and arguments againſt Mathematicians; and in theſſ * 
the ſame nature diſputeth Euſebius in his 6. Book ft 
Chap. 9. concerning Evangelical preparation. 
And moſt abſurd and ridiculous, or rather infa: ” 
tuated and mad was that grand Apoſtata , 2a 
anus the Emperour, who would needs in his Pam- 
phlets, which he ſcribbled out againſt Chriſtians, 
prove even out of Scripture, Gen. 15. that AY fu 
an 


ory The Vanity of Star-gazing. 5 © 
a was addicted ta, and honoured Divination and 
Aſtrology, which he will needs inferr out of theſe 
words, And be brought him forth abroad aud ſaid 
yo 70 him, took up to heaven. and number the flars i 
Jay thou canſt ; and he ſaid to him , ſo ſhall thy ſeed be- 
ck And as for his skill and practice in Divination, 
off he thinks he hath hit the nail on the head, to prove  } 
ef] it out of theſe words, Take me 4 (im ef three 
au years old, and a ſbe- guat of three years, and a ram of * 
on bree years, a Turtle alſo and a Pigeon; who taking 4 
je 41 theſe, divided them by the midſt, and laid each 
mo Pieces arow one againſt the other; but the Birds 
val. he divided not, and the Fowls lighted upon the car. 
Ml caſes, and Abraham drove them away. Then the 
of foreſhewing of his travels, and the captivity of 
bis poſterity for forty years ſpace is added; but 
chis errour, or rather madneſſe of 7ulianm is ſuf- 
1 ficiently and excellently confuted by Cyciliues , in 
che end of the tenth book of that Treatiſe, whick 
be ſet forth againſt that Apoſtata. Others and 
helf as fooliſhly will ground the faith and credit of a? 
ſtrology upon that miraculous Star, which appeat _ 
Jed at the Nativity of our moſt bleſſed Saviour, 
| whoſe aſpe& incited the three wiſe Men, ane 
| whoſe conduct guided them to finde out and 
adore the worlds Redeemer, God and Man Chriſt * 
& Jeſus, But theſe fopperies and dreams are to the 
full evicted and convinc't by the undeniable. argu- 
ments of the two learned Fathers St, Chryſoftome 
1 5 3 l 


228 N 
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and St. Gregory in their pithy Homilies one th 
part of the Goſpel. 
It is alſo no great matter to confute the grand 
errour of Aſtrologers, by reaſons and argus 
aſſumed even from Theological DoRtineic fl; 
for firſt of all St. Paul, 1 Cor. 2. But man know 
not what himſelf ſhall do after certain (be th y 
more or leſſe) years, nay even dayes: For as the 
Scripture tells us, Prov. 27. Boaſt not for to non 
row, being i grant what the day to come may bring 
forth, the way of man is not in his own n hand 
man propoſeth, God diſpoſeth. 4 
For not onely the heart of every private man 
but even of Kings and greateſt Potentates t q 
ſelves, is in the hand of God, who inclines; b a 
and directs it which way he beſt pleaſeth; if — 
fore man be ignorant what is to befall him for t 
future, much leſſe can the babling aftrologl 
know it: In concluſion, ir is moſt certain, tha 
the Devil himſelf, certain or infallibly , (if ar all 
knows not things to come, or future contingents; 
for if he had known what would have followed; 
he would never have egged on or pricked fore 
the Jews to have crucified and put to death or 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour; for certain he wa, 
that by the death of the worlds Redeemer, Chril 
Jeſus, the vaſte Empire and Power which he hal 
over mankinde , was to be quaſht, ſhaken, and 
quite overthrown: Neither would that inyereran] 
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or, The Vanity of Star-pazing. 


would happen) ſo vebemently aſſsult che Saints 
and Servants of God with his ſtrong temptations 
and allorements to ſin, well knowingathat their 


vid ory io overcoming his ſuggeſtions and illuſi- 4 
ons are his utter confuſion, and bigheſt check 


* 7 that may be to his unlimited pride and malice. 


che Devils gave and uttered; ſuch as were the Ora- 
cles and anſwers (ſo. highly celebrated, and moſt 
famous amongſt the Grecians) of the Delplias 
al Deity Apollo, which Porphirius a copious Author, 3 

and ſufficient witneſs in his book concerning Ora- 
cles, averreth had their whole reflection u 2 
Aſtrologicall Divination : where he faith, That 
whatſoever the Gods foretelſ as decreed and de- 
fined by fate, that they imagined would come ta 


= a>. oe coÞ. v0 =o oe5” 


¶ the vanity of Apollo's Oracles. 


a 1 may very well be afferted, and made 


moſt apparent, from the very Oracles which 


paſs by the very motion and influence of the ars; 
This Euſebius tells us in the ſixth book of Evan- 
gelicall Preparation: and the ſame - Porphirizs 
avoucheth, that Apollo in theſe his Oracles oft- 
times proves a liar ; for that the punctual and ex. 
quiſite knowledge of future things is not onely in- 
comprehenſible to mankinde, but even unto many 
of the Gods themſelves; inſomuch, that when 


B 4 they 


ith and malicious enemy of mankiade (knew he what 
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they are implored to anſwer requeſts , they ſome -. 
times lye though not willingly ; and ofttimes the 
do pre- admoniſh their ſuppliants, not to ask que 
ſtions, for chat they cannot anſwer truly; yet fuchÞ} - 
is the madneſs of men, that they inſiſt, and as ii 
were, urge and compel them to ſpeak: The Dei 
bine God, ſeeing that by the poſition of the Heaſ mi 
vens, and inferiour Bodies, he could not give M.- 
poſitive and ſatisfactory anſwer ,- cries out to-hiliithi 
Prieſt, to bridle that fury which had poſſeſt bimms 
and not to uſe ſuch charming and enforcing -lanf 
guage; but if thou compel me to ſpeak, quot iti 
the Oracle, I will tell thee nothing but lies: anner 
in another Oracle the ſame Apollo ſaid, IH pi 
Stars afford me nothing to ſpeak this day. In coniſo 
cluſion, Porphyrius tells us, we have now diſcallfi 
vered from whence the falſity and leaſings of 'th 
Qracles of our Gods proceed. 1 
Euſebius in ſixth Book of Evang. Prep. tak 

this out of Porphyrius his Book concerning Oral 
cles, and thus delivers it to the publick view; Ther 
was, ſaith he, in former time, a man whoſe nam 
was Oenomaut, famous amongſt the Grecians, both 
for his ſingular Eloquence and profound Philoſos 
phy, who often deceived and abuſed by the Deb 
phine Oracle, with great curioſity gathered toge 
ther all the Oracles he could gleane and lay hands 
on, and with exquiſite knowledge and skill confuted 
them as falacious, ridiculous, and vain, 
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i the Devil 5 facntivg pa wer iy 


oven erre. 


Here are 2 reaſons why the Devils infore- 
1 telling e enen ſo often and nick: E 
| LOTION 12 
EFirſt, t Gtive y an peremptotily — IM 
things (which; ve their ſole dependance upon 
free will}; wbich being both mutable and 
flexible unto all things as really free; doth ſome-. 
imes operate after a certain extraordinary man- 
ner: and again, being other while dirinely in- 
ſpired, we do and act things contrary to what we 


formerly had intended, and by our own judge- 2 


ment and imagination thought expedientz” Nay, _ - 
ofttimes it falls out, that what che Devil had 
retold and determined to bring to paſs(Almighæey 
God forbidding and hindering it) he cannot mae 
ir his deſired Cataſtrophe. To conclude , the ſu. 
rFpreme Deity not unfrequently uſeth co ee 
Ichings in a way, different from the common eburſe 
and ordinary providence ; and by this means the 
„Devil is very many times deceived; and miſtaken: 
And pray then, what rational ſoul will believe 


6Aſtrologers infallibly to ſpeaktruth, when we ſee 


ede Devil himſelf cannot do it? what do 1 thus 


ell trouble my ſelf with this infernal fiend”; when the 


Imoſt learned Divines and School men arm that 
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bes Beatified Spirits and Celeſtial ili 
ces, who clearly and face to face behold the DiGhe 
vine Eſſence, know the nature of the Stars anche 
Heaven, and all other Natural cauſes, yet cant 0 ja. 
1 propheſic of things to come, which' have theit de + Fai 
pendency upon mans fre- will, unleſs it ſhall pleaſſſſon 
the Heavenly Majeſty to give unto them a particupnc 
lar revelation thereof , if it be gt ridiculous t du 
ive more power to Star- azing Aſtrologe ers theillbe 
— Spirits and Celeſti a Inceligenee, I kn aer 
not what we ſhall =o madneſs. Joe 
M 8 nat 
Te Truth and 2 erity of Cheri 14h gi, cas fair 
vot cobere with the Trath of 7 ndicial A Maly. anc 
101 


1 755 diſcourfe and argumentation queſtionle lif 

is moſt valid and convincing , if Chriſti mo 
Diſcipline and Religion be exact, perfect, and truſſ vet 
as no doubt but it is; then of neceſſity mu ceſſ 
that vain andi impertinent Aſtrological Science ¶ ati. 
Prognoſtication, be falſe and erroneous, as he bad 
ving been ſeveral times taxed, cenſured , and col and 
demned of vanity and falſi ity by that Religion, fe 
but if Chriſtian Faith be falſe and deceitful, which mal 
is ſpread in a manner over the ſuperficies of t 
whole univerſe, and hath brought almoſt all Ne en! 
tions under its ſweet yoke and obedience, and hatl 

now flouriſhed and been reſplendent theſe 166 mh hat] 
years compleat ; if all the actions of mortal au our 
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or, The Vanity of Star-gazing. IT A 


umane creatures proceed from the motions of 
be heavens, then mult it undeniably follow, 
What the great ſtudy and propenſion which men 
Wave to imbrace, maintain, and defend the I:awiand 
le zaichof- Chriſt ; muſt have its dependency upon 
Wome unreſiſtible and moſt powerfull conſtellations 
und therefore the heavens ſhould enchne and in- 


uce men to evil; for if the Faith of Chriſt ſhould E 


de falſe , queſtionleſs it would be more falſe and 
1 geteſtable then any other ſect, or opinion what» 
Whoever ; for it teacheth ; informerh-, and illumĩ- 
Inateth our ſouls concerning God and Divine Af. 
urs, which ſhould they be falſe, would palliate 
and contain of neceſlicy moſt damnable ſuperſti- 
ion and execrable impiety : but ſeeing that that 
ife which is ſquared , directed, and guided by the 


modal frame and rule of Chriſtian Faith, deſer- 
erh all praiſe and admiration, hence it would ne- 2 


cefſarily follow, thac from the ſelf· ſame Conſtel. 2 
ation both good and bad ſhould be produced: 
bad in reſpe& of Chriſtian Doctrine, its falſity ; 
and good for the admirableneſs and excellent per- 


u fection of that life which is directed and confor- 


nable to the rule and dictamen in that Doctrine. 
Adde alſo that the greateſt proof of our Chri- 
en Faith is, and the moſt perſpicuous and clear ar- 
eoment of Divine Providence , that whatſoever 
bath hapned either concerning our Lord and Savi- 
our or his Church, all that (J ſay) ne 
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on many ages ſince. been predicted and foretc a 9 


by the holy Frophets uniformly, exactly, diftind} 
ly, and moſt clearly: but if fuch a; _— oh 
could poſſibly be made by Aſtrology; that mol; 
ſound and firm foundation of our Religion woul 
utterly be ſhaken, totally ruined, and — 5 
nothing and infallibly this Doctrine of Aftrololj 
logical divination is not onely deſtrutive'to m 
ral Philoſophy, but verily even ſtrikes at the roi 
of ſacred Scripture and all Theology, as much al 
lieth in its power; for he who holds all the : M. 
and tranſactions of men to depend on the Hes 
vens, the events, chances, and the like, to be ford | 
ſeen, foretold , and made manifeſt by the obſe 
vation of the Stars or Heaven, this man mult g 
ſo without queſtion, think mans ſoul to be mor t 
and material; and that there is neither free w 
nor any ſuch providence in Almighty God as ol 
FPeaith teacheth us; and alſo that the myſteries 
our Chriſtian Faith have their dependence and b 
ing from the Heavens, and that all the miracles i 
well in the old as new Teſtament, althoug 
they have been ever eſteemed (as indeed really thy 
are) ſupernatural, muſt notwitbſtanding be 16 
duced to Celeſtial cauſes, vertues, and influence 
This dangerous opinion begets a more dangerom 
effect, viz. neglect and pretermiſſion of good] Gr 
works, a freedom and liberty to all luſts, apperites ing 


and POE: an excuſing and palliating * 4 


— . 
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AF vices whatſoever, taxing both humane and divine 
las of ſeverity and cruelty: - Cajeran in his Sum- 
Gala, where be treats of the obſervation of Stars; 
chough not altogetber in fo eloquent and polite a 
og phraſe , yet moſt pithily and truly thus writes; 
wy The obſer vation of Stars concerning nativities of 
men, and humane occurances may three wayes 
io come into the compaſs of ſin: Firſt, if we reduce 
og fuch things as are myſteries of Chriſtian Faith ' * 
to that paſs, as to be ſubject to Celeſtial cauſes and 
ul conſtellations. Secondly , if we look after fu- 
ure contingents, as things certain by reaſon of 
«5 Celeſtial cauſes. Thirdly, if any one tye his eleQi= - 
ons or intentions ſo to the law and guidance of Ce. 
leſtial influences, that he regulate and conform his 
life and actions according to the poſition of the 
heavens or influences thereof; each of theſe tren 
is a mortal ſin: Firſt, becauſe it is againſt the ſpi- 
ritual neſs or ſpirituality of Chriſtian Religion, 
which mounts above the Heavens, and is of power 
to change the courſe and motions thereof, accord- 
ing as it is written in the 148. P/alm, The confeſ- 3 
on of him above heaven and earth , which is mani _ 
feſt by experience. Secondly, becauſe it is againſt 
bY the verity of Chriſtian Religion, and free will, 
4 whereby we become controlers and maſters over all 
by our atons. Thirdly, it is againſt the dignity of 
i Grace, and divine Law, and humane Underftand- 
ing, whereby we are elevated and placed above 
| things 
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things corporeal, and as we ſhould much-miſtaWrio 
and erre to make our ſelves ſubject to the paſſionlſſbly 
of hate, fear, hope, and the like, making c 
impetuouſneſs and violence of our paſſions, arulaffi 
to guide our actions; ſo ſhould we in a moſt hig 
degree, undervalue our ſelves, if we ſhould pre 
pole the motion and influences celeſtial to ou 
ſelves, as a rule to order and regulate our action 
by: for they are bodies, and ineline us accordin 
to the ſway and inclination of our own paß 
ſions. i | E |: 
St Luke in the Acts of the Apoſtles, chap. I 
tells us, that many who were converted at EH 
fs, by the preaching and Sermons of St. Paul, an 
formerly had followed curious Arts; brought the 
books and burnt them in publick. St. Auguſtin 
a profound and grave Authour, averres, that thg 
books treated of Aſtrology, and matters belon 
ing to Divination: Neither did St. Paul rec 
tile a certain Mathematician, that is, one who a 
dicted himſelf to the ſtudy of this kinde of Aſtroſſ bon 
, logy, nor receive him into the boſome of theſſſand 
Church, (although repenting himſelf of his formar 
mer profeſſion) till firſt he had performed mosi on 
ſolemn penance. For as much as concerns thilfled, 
matter I will ſer down compendiouſly and ſucHnite 
cintly the words of St. Auguſtine; therefoiiſ unt. 
after the enarration or explanation of the ſixti it is 
Plalm, when that Mathematician publickly deliyFthat 
ri 
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1 ring pardon was brought before the publick aſſem 


xcame a good Chriſtian, and a zealqus Penitent; 


n affrighted: at the power of our: Lord, 


hrew himſeif proſtrate before his mercies ; for 


0 being ſeduted by :the Enemy, during the time of 


is ſeducement he ſeduced others; being himbelf de- 


eived, he deceived others; inticed and e 


jrew them on, ſpeaking many falſities and 


truths againſt God, giving power to men to de 
Jeood, but not power of not doing evil; be affirm- 
ed, that to commit adultery, was not done by mans 
owa proper will, but by the power of Venus; that 
our own proper will committed not murther, burt 


e 


(ars; that Zapirer made man juſt, and not God 
eſe beſides many other deteſtable and facrilegi« 


us Tenets, by this means from how' many Chri- { ; 


ſtians think you did he worm and ſcrew forth mo- : 
ney; how many ſimple fools bought lies and for- 
geries of him, of whom it is ſaid, Te ſons of wen, 


be long are you of heavy heart, and ſeek after lit, 4 


Hand love vanity : We may now believe that: this 
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man abhorred lying, and the ruine and 'deſtrahis  _ } 
on of ſo many; and perceiving him ſeduced, miſs 


led, and couzened by the Fiend, being humbly pe- 
nitent and contrite is ingratiated and reconciled 
unto Almighty God. You are not ignorant that 
it is written in the Acts of the Apoſtles, Chap: 19% 
that many loſt and forlorn perſons, viz. men con- 


tiding : 
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fdifg in ſach vain Arts; and followers of chat 0 
Rifcrons Doctrine, brought all their books uni 
the:Apoſtles, and ſo many were burnt before th 
open aſſembly, and they caſt up the — 
them, and — the price to be fiſty thouſand pil 
ces of ſilver; and was all done for the greg 
glory of God, leſt ſuch men eſteeming themſel y 
and caſt away, ſhould deſpair of his mere 
knows how to reduce and bring back what +, 
loeveriis gone aſtray. "This man had as it we 
periſhed , was ſought after, was found, wast 
; chimee, was reduc d, be drings with him nom 
Books, whoſe doctrine if he had followed 1 
— caſt him iato the flames of eternal detru . 
.: theſe he caſts into the devouring flames, 
| . — himſelf a moſt ſweet refreſhment of org 
and mercy. - Before the high and ſolemn Feaſt: 
the Paſche, (which we commonly call Eafter) t 
tent ſought a remedy for his wounded fo 
— the indulgent Spouſe and Church of Chril 


but becauſe the Art in which he was ſo delight}? 


and lulled up, was fallacious, lying, and deſtruQiy 
he was put off and remitted to another time 
but at length after trial, he was reconciled, ld 

he might be more dangerouſly rempted. ; 
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How { ſevere the Church hath been in font tires 
in her cenſure againſi this kinde of Rios 


IN the primitive Church this kinde of Adra 
1 was reproved, forbidden, and 3 c 
much as Art-Magick, or Necromancy i it ſelf, Ede 
pbanius in his Book of Weights and Meaſures, tells / 
5 that Aquilia Ponticus; an expoſiter of 
pture, was rejected and caſt out of the C 
for that he ſpent great part of his time in 
and obſervation of Nativities, and other lu A 
logical obſervations. It is. not to be paſſed ger it 
Glence in this diſcourſe (it being worthy ous 
what Euſeb. in bis ſixth Book of en 
peration, Chap. 9. relates out of Origen in higC 
mentaries upon Geneſis , of this kinde. gf, 
logy The Gentiles from the Aſpects and Goa 
en of the Stars , believe all things upon ea 
uf gent neceſſity to chance and fall aut, 
dh force and power they ſtile Fate; yea, * 
che faithful ſtagger herea t, thinking it d mpoſe 
fie that things ſhould othermayes LY p & ae: * 
creed by the conſtellation} of the Fs 2 5 
whence it followeth, that there is yo liberty 2 be 
Bl dow in us, uo act of ours, can eit her merip in 
4 praiſe; and conſequently the Juſt j ju 
IInigbty God foretald in the Fcripture; 
are predeſtinated to everlofing a endleſs tax 
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ethers to eternal and perpetual felicity and bratitude 
Jhowld be predicated as falſe; what needs more, faith 
it ſelf, the coming of our Saviour, all the travel an 
labour of the Prophets, the Apoſtles preaching and 
Jaying the fonndation of the Church , Jorowld wll þ 
vais, unleſs we ſhould ſay , that Chrift bimfelf 
the conſtellation of the Plunets was neceſſitated i 
SwpelPd by their power and force to do rhoſe thing 
hich he did; far be it from any Chriſtian to ha 
boar ſuc b a thought, much more to utter ſuch blaſ, 
| phemy ; and that, what he ſuffered was not by 70e 
den) and power of his deity er arvinity ; "but 27 
ee verrme of the Stars; and out of this i 
ound and fundamental jt alſo muſt” be ©: 
ded, that the faithful are forced by fate ee 
hp, that no diſtinction can be made betwixt g 
that God muſt be the authour vf ſin, th 
em: ig due to men for what they have u 
whether good or evil: to conclude, by this: aas 7 
Doftrine ;, there-is no need of prayers ; obſecrariol 
& vows, tb implure the aid and aſſiſtance of Alm PH 


9 Goa: Thus Origen. ; 1 


Let Peter Deſtiiaco hug himſelf in his conceal 
ok the 9 ſo admired Aſtrology, let 
and defend it, tooth and nail, ler b 
+ his working brain to yoke it, and mak 
— tian! in hand with Philoſophy , and (yea fo 
ſooth which Theology alſo) all which heſhatlnt 
yer r brjog to ra unleſs he can famiſiarize adl 
| mak 
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Or, The J. antty of Star gaving. 2 


make a league betwixt Falſity and Troth, 

and Darkneſs, God and the Deyil; and his — 
dency bluſheth not to aſſert, that the, Deluge. 
(as we call it) Noabs Flood, the Incarnation 4 
Birth of gur Saviour, and other high and —— 
ble myſteries and miracles might have been 
noſticated and foretold by the conſtellations 

con junctions of the Stars and Planets. 


2 oncerning man) moſt falſe aud evidently int 


A ertious., 


BY that it may the more 2 8 


bow impious and execrable this RO 
Þ will, here ſer beforè your eyes ſome: ions 
and Decrees of thoſe men, whereby the im 
and wickedneſs of that Art may the mote: 
be diſcovered : Some of thoſe: ſybeil 
affirm , that Mars being ſeated henighly.ang 
proſperoully in the ninth Region of the Heaven 
he is of ſuch powet , that by his very prelence 
there, we may caſt out devils from bodies poſes 
ſed; others (as wiſe or rather -prophane 4 the 
former) make their boaſts and brags , that by thu 
their adored Art, they can infallibly lay open 
the moſt obſtruſe and hidden ſecrets of the ct 
ſcience,” of any mortal creature breathing 


nf this is a yulgate and common aſſertion (I 40 — 


| lay a n, that there are nal 
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and curious, anda great Patron of thoſe lies and 
'  feignments, after he had diſgorged himſelf of many 


burn under ſuch 4 conſtellation ſpall be ling - lid 
aud after their paſſage out of this ſublunary univer e, 1 


fttzhis mortal being, to the very Empyrium, tl 
piountain of their origen. Albumaxar will nee 


1 


# 
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Planets which are the authours and procurers of 


all humane felicity; /exx of what is here preſent, 
Jupiter of what is to follow in the life future, of 
world to come. Maternus, a man higly confident 


things which happen to mortals, when. Saturn i 
conftitute in Les; he addes what follows: Ae 


. application and additicnal help of wings, ſhal 
dar and mount aloft to the higheſt heaven: And ly 
reaſon is, for that Saturn being placed in Leo, rel *< 
dncerh ſouls from the bodies of perſons ſo bor; 
uneaged from innumerable cares and troubles} 


de us, that he whoſoever ſhall ask a © 
thing of Almighty God, the Eſſence of all good fo 
neſs, when the Moon is conjoyned with Pupiter il 
the Dragons head, queſtionleſs his Orations and 


= - Supplications obtain not onely audience, but a ful 


and plenary grant and confirmation of whatſoever 
he imploreth, and this honeſt Petr Aponenſi 


- averreth , that he found experimentally true in 


himſelf , becauſe that he (when that conjunRion 


was in its full power and vigour) had humbly ſup- 


plicated to the higheſt for the gift and ſpirit 9 
ſrience and knowledge of things; and from that 


very 
Fi: 
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very moment (if you will believe him) he felt an 
incredible exuberance and ſuperabundant acceſ- 
fion of knowledge. By theſe and many ſuch 
like fopperies , wicked, deteſtable , and perni- 
cious to Chriſtian Religion; - which alchough they 
would gladly ſeem to elevate and extol, yet do 
they abſolutely take away the faith and belief of 
thoſe things which-the holy Scripture teacheth 
to be done, ſupernaturally , immediately , and 
miraculouſly by God himſelf. There is no man 
ſo very much a blocus, or ſtupid. in his intel» 
lectual part, but may very well undeccive him- 
ſelf, if bis judgement have gone aſtray and * 
erred herein. He chat deſires more accurate ſa- 
tisfaction in this point, let him read Picws. M.. 
randulanus, who largely and learned Jo 
this ſubject, in ſeveral places, eſpecially Lib. 2 

Cap. 5. and in the fifth Book, Chap. 105 11. i 1 
ſo to the end thereof. 8 „ 
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Chap. 2 


Fadleiary Afroligy Arraigned and 
Cong inc t by Philof phy, and ;he 


_ Profeſſors proved. altogether ign0s 


rant of Celeſtial Things. 


Ra ve and learned Philoſophers, to emol 
ſtrate Aſtrological Divination} to 5 U 
ridiculous and grounded upon no fir 
N and ſolid baſis or foundation, aſſett theſ 
A800 and Concluſions after this manner: Aſt ö 
logers cannot certainly know, the vigour, powe 
1 Ixions. or effects of the Stars ; nay, had th 
that knowledge which they have not, yet were 
not ſufficient, for a full and certain foretelling 
things bereaſter to be contingent; and theres 
re it follows by neceſſary conſequence, and evi 
gently, that Aſtrological predictions are frivolous, 
vain, and fallacious. Two things are included inf} wh 
argument, which are ta be more at large clue Ph 


* 

2 
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. Cidated and explained, before further progrels 

herein: The firſt is, that Aſtrologers are igno- 

rant of Celeſtial things : : The other, thatalchough 

they were really and undeniably moſt expert and 

Skilfal, yet were not that ſufficient, to Wo | in- 
4 
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fallibly of future events; we will ders of chef 
in this enſuing Paragraph. 


faden Afrotegers ignorant of Gelefia 4. by 


he O of this which I ſhallnow produce before 

; our eyes, I will plainly make it 1 
chat — Aſtrologers are ignornt gi 2 
I things and caules ; brſt therefore,” it is very in- 
I tricate, bard, and laborious, ro-knowthoſe things 
perfectly concerning the Heaveus, which to us 
ſeem mare obvious and facile: as for en: 1 
The Nature of the Heavens, the Magnitude, the 
Number of the Orbs, the order within Them 2 
ſelves; the difference of dignity , the variety; of 2 
motions; and to proceed a little further, x um- 
ber of the Stars, the comparifon- of . — "3 
mongſt themſelves, concerning their-greatneſle, 3 
brightneſſe, power. and effects. The grand c FL 3 
crepance and variety of opinions of the Sat F. 
loſophers herein, which we finde gives 4 oma | 
and perfect notion of this difficulty. Ane 
nf whom the world acknowledgech che rig 
Philoſophers, candidly and ingenuouſly confefled, © 
that concerning many Celeſtial — be had no 0 
certain or exquiſite knowledge, but onely an ia: - 
ginary and conjectural skill, and being deſtitize of | 
real and manifeſt reaſons, he was-compelled to 
make uſe of probable arguments and conje 
i C4 : 


* - 5 4 be 4 ee 1 Fe 


peruſe and read over Ariftorle bimſelf in bis 
cond Book de Cœla, Text 17. 34. 60, & 61. whid 
if it beſo, who will give credit unto Aſtraloger: 
Done as all muſt grant, being as perſpicuous as thy 
at noon-day) are not to be compared with 
thoſe great Maſters in Philoſopby ) that thoſg 
things in the Heavens by the judgement of Phils: 
ſophers are moſt obſtruſe, and ro mortals, in OM 
pPrehenſible; I ſay, the vertue and foretelling r. 
dainly of things to come, ſhould be ſo clear, andſi 
{- experimentally known. 

L.“i st us now alittle make bold wich theſe all-d 
vining Aftrologers, and ſomething entrench upouſſſi 
their patience, chat they will be pleaſed, out © 
their profound knowledge to enucleate and enc 1 

Unto us ſome of the more eaſie queſtions ' 
” | doubts concerning the Heavens: As firſt , wh 
' ther the Heavens be of a ſimple and uncompound 
ed; or a compounded matter and form? and den 
whether the matter of the Heavens be ſuch as 
chat of ſublunary things, or different, and dive 
fom it? whether Heaven be animate of inanimate? 
whether it be moved by its own proper — 
and by it ſelf, or extrinſically by an Angel? by what 
means 1 dignity and exceltency of the Heaven 
one from another (hall be eſtimated, judged, 
made manifeſt? What the reaſon may be, 
all the Orbes are not circumagitated and whee 
about by one onely motion; but that 1 
orcef 


or, The Vanity of Star- gaxing. 55 3 


ſeiorce( by one, ſome by more, and others by fewer 
| ) notions? Let theſe Grandees diſcover unto us 
rs, hat force and power properly belonging unto it 
he each (tar hath upon Metcals, Vegitables, and-ſnch- © 
it as have fruition of vital ſpirits and life. put theſe 
Qvueſtions and Interragatories unto them, or ſu h 
like, and we ſhall finde theſe Aſtrologers igno- 
rant, weak, and altogether unskilful to retun ac 
anſwer; how then can any man with reaſon'think -  * 
it poſſible, or worthy belief, that men who © 
dot ſuch things as are more obvious and trivial, 
ſhould give an account or judgement of things = 
on more remote and hidden from the knowledge of © | 
ol mortals. After this let them inſtruct and teach uůs 
che defluxions and effects which flow, and Ive 


Influence over the ſeveral and diſſipated Regi 3 
of the world, and then perchance we may believe -.: 


ys 

7 
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N 


chem, when they ſooth us up with the future ef- 
ay fets of the ſtars; for who knows not that it is 
¶ far more eaſie to apprehend and know things p + 
mY ſent , then thoſe which are to come and future; 
ey eſpecially things ſubje& to mutability , where tie 
Contingents are various, and therefore uncertain: 
Let them likewiſe make manifeſt and expreſs unt 
us the occult properties and power which ſublang- = 

J ry things have (which we rather admire then un- 
derſtand) in Stones, Herbs, and Animals; for theſe 
Seeing they are in a manner obvious and conjunR © - | 
by unto. ys, and ſubjected almoſt to all our ww 2 
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and which by daily experiments may be found ou , 
and diſcovered, certainly muſt have a more e 
preſs motion and plain diſcovery :--But the intel 
gence of heavenly things muſt needs be of a 
*difficulty and labour, Heaven being fo fa 
remote and diftant from us, and onely diſcoverabl 
by the ſole ſenſe of the eye, which ofttimes is « 
ceived; and brought into errour through the lon nn 
ity of Intervals, or the violent and ſwiſtftdt 
whirling a bout of the Heavens, the depra ved anddix 
indiſpoſed affection of the medium , or of thelfete 
4 5 the fault and imperfection of the Aſtroſſbec 
Tables, or other Aſtronomical Inſtrumente pre 
and chis we finde atteſted in the facred Scripturt wh 
Wiſdom, Chap. 9. For the body that is orruptd anc 
Furtbeneth the ſoul, and the earthly: habitation | 7 the 
| feth dowy the under flanding that thinketh . ob! 
2 Things ; and we do hardly conjecture the things tha anc 
„ He is the earth; and the things that are in fi 2475 Ichit 
= with labour; but the things that are in ti Dia 
Heavens who ſhall ſearch ont, "ad. thy: ſenſe m But 
ſhall "know , unleſs thou give wiſdom „ aud ſeni is t 
thine holy Spirit from on high? This ſufficientlyY bra 
confutes Aſtrologers, who pretend to diſcover all ſan 
humane events, of which 4 have their depen chr 
dency upon the moſt inſcrutible will and councel off the 
che moſt High and Mighty God. | 2 = 
Ara * Rd 


„ nd * * (I In x OW S * * . R 22h at N * 5 4 

"IN * — 8 7 . 
8 2 4 „ i . : k "7 = N 1 Ip 
Or De Vanity o tar- Haring. 27 3 
5 1 5 | 1 
> NF: 3 
27 : : 2 

5 x ; "4 þ 


I's 


WA painft the fikitions Antiquity which theſe men 
lia vainli beaſt to have concerning obſtr vations. 4h 


all -A Bove all, our Aſtrologers boaſt and brig har 
L they bave obſervations atteſted and confirms; 
led by their events of 1 know not how many);-yed" 
aSiocumerable: years, beyond the limits of comps: 
iat ion almoſt, out of which their arc hath its fa- 
dix, original, and perfection; for ſeeing that in 
he revolution of time elapſed, divers things haue 
been produced and come to paſs, the ſame ſigas 
preceding, by the due minding and obferyatiow 
whereof, their Art was conflare and compleated, 
and therefore they endeavour to perſwade us; that 
be Chaldeans through their diligent Aſtrologital 
Jobſervations, during the ſpace of four hundred * 7 
and ſeventy. thouſand years, have brought fortng 
chis admirable birth, I mean the profoumd Art 2 
Divination, to its full maturity and perfe mans 
But how childiſh, fictitious, and improbable this is, 
is thus eafily: diſcovered; Aſtrologers (ſet . 
brag whac they pleaſe) could not {o-many'thew | 
ſand times collect and gather, no not tio vs 
thrice , thoſe obſervations and experiments; "for 
che face and: aſpect of the Heavens, and the po- 
sen of all the Celeſtial Simus, F 
I ſhall ſcarcely or never, or at feaft not til immenſ 
revolutions of years, return and be the ſome: TU 
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the eighth Orbe, in which the wandering Star 
have their being, compleats and finiſheth not iti i 
cCcC.ourſe before the expiration of thirty and fix thou 
ſand years; and the moſt learned Mathematiciag 
demonſtrate by convincing arguments, that thy 
motions of the Heavens are incommenſurablez an. 
therefore the ſame Aſpect of the Heavens, and po / 
ſitĩon of the Stars cannot frequently happen. / 
The Philoſopher Phavorinus in his fourteeni 
Book, Apa Gellium, and firſt Chapter, confirm 
this reaſon with admirable perſpicuity, el 1 
, andclearneſs : , (ſaith this learned Au 
thour) the Chaldeans obſervations were ground 
after this manner, to wit, to make a ſtritt obſerva 
rien, under what habit, form, and poſture of Sta 
achilde ſhould be born, and then from his non-age an 
very cradle, even to the Cataſtrophe and laſt periali 
of hu life, to regiſter and record his fortunes, condi th 
tion, qualities , and inclinations , together with th 
circumſtances of his aff airs and tranſactionr, and tha 
(45 they ſuppoſe the manner was) put all thoſe cals 
lectious upon a File, and enrol them upon Record 
and afterwards when the ſame Stars ſhould meet i; of 
the ſame manner, aud have the ſame poſition , que 
Fionleſi they muſt needs tell the ſame fortune to a 
ane borg under ſuch a conſtellation I this was th 
way, and out of this principle they grounded the fonts 
dation of that Diſcipline ,- it is altogether waak a 
ſlippery , for let them tell me in how many years, ud) 
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Ir ages, this Orbe or Circle of Obſervation may be per-. 
"2 egen; there is no A ſtrologer but niuſt know , that 
WE choſe Stars which ave called erratical, or w 


a0 and che fatal efficients of all thoſe rhings , do "wat, 


#nleſs in an innumerable and almoſt infinite numbey 
of ears, return to the ſame peſture , aud with the 
I ame habit from whence they wheeled al wandered ; 
Yo that, no order or tenor of obſervation, no 
| whatſoever, no nor the very character of ſuch Letters 
ad IMonrments could be preſerved of me 
109 long a time: Thus Pha vorinus. 
And if it ſhould be granted that Aſtrologeri 


da ſhould dive into the ſecret force and 


every Star ſeperately, and alone by it ſelf; nt 
ſorce and power Stars have when they meer; and 
eon joyn, and are mingled, either in the Heaven 
Air, Earth, in ſublunary things or their actions 
l this is not to be diſcovered, Reader obſerve white 
Norigen writes upon Geneſis, cited by Euſebins, 
all wards the end of bis fixth Book of Eva. 87 = 
Such things as they affirm ( A ftrologers) to 2 
, by the commixture, compoſition, and temper = 


Full of ſeveral Aſpects, this very thing em. their ig 


WER rance ; for who can tell the harm bread by s — a 'Y 
A. Aſpea, the Conſtellation of the benign 2 


yl pitions conturring ; ard whether the malign detarils 


Tl that which the benign beſtows , becauſe it points at | 
my the others location; and whether it change” or ] 
14) Mango, or what commi vture is made, what wp = 
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or F fercrive,; he whoſoever ſhall feriouſly. 


netrate into thoſe myſteries, ſhall 2 
are nat to be comprehended by rn + ri 
capacity ., whoſoever. ſhall make. experiment 0 

theſe things, ſhall finde Fortune. tellers and 
ivy «caſters, oftner to.erre then ſpeak the tri th 
fore 1/aiah, as if theſe things were tot; 
ple hath this ſaying to the a dero a 
7 the grand profeſſors of this myſteti h 

Let thæ Aſtrolagers come and make thee whole. , Why 

the Southſayers tell what is to betigeitbee , by wh 0 th 

Weareadmoniſhed, thateven the moſt expert s. 
dean in this Art, cannot foretell what = t ar 
eden Nation. 14071 105 

Again there are many Stars, mhich are eith 4 
clearly or not at all to be ſeea ; and if cha 7. 
an 

me 


ogers confeſs there are many not known 
them, and more not perfeRly diſcovered; when 
foce then preſume they ſo confidently: ro predifli+ 
to enſue out of thoſe few Stars, whioſe pow - 
er they know, ſince through the influxions of che o 
Stars, which they know not, the effects mai 
be either bindred or become various; unleſs the ( 
Will im pudentiy and abſurdly ſay, that the Sta 
3k which they know not have no power or influe : the 
at all: It is manifeſt amongſt the Aſtrologeꝶſ ſiti 
themſelres, that in the eighth Heaven there art thi 
tcaa Stars, of which each exceeds the conch De: 
bignes, and therefore muſt needs have great foi tot 
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rid power; but of all theſe, Aſtrologet fave 
little or no knowledge for that their prognpſtiea. 
ing skill confiſts chiefly-inthe obſervation of ithe 
f Planets ; inwhich they altogether trifle away their 
Ng 8 ſpend their dayes, Seneca, a mant a 
| acious judgement well perceived this, when 
al in 1 10 cond Book of Natur. Queſt. Cup. 3. 
th he expreſſech himſelf TR rr 
ei y in theſe words. What other thing is it ( 
lich leaderh Nativity- caſters unto error , b 
bey content themſelves with the ' notion H 4 few © 
l Stars in calculating of Nativities, when all :which 3 
are above us, arrogate and challenge a power a — 
firexce over us; thife which are lower and newer _ 
a have power obey as, and thoſe wic hart mer fre- 
1088 9ent iy moved reflect other wayes upon a 
mms: Furthermore thoſe Stars which: _—_— 
mov eableor by their inperceptible veloeiny ſeem jo to * 


dich wo; challeages _ and dominion wc. 3 en, 
Is 


155 
of rhe frank Star which ſome rere _— 1 5 


he — — paſt we behelda new 
ff Star, neyer beforethat time 

oe] the Heavens; whith — — 
I ſſtion in the ſame place where the fixed Stars have 
* their being. This Star (uchereas for a time it ap. 

ain peared vifible to our viewy) on ſudden diſa 
ree * and vaniſned from our ſight; this was ei- 
ther 
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ther generated in the Heavens, and W. | 
corrupted (and *cis like the ſame⸗ may happen 
other through long intervals of time) or elſeſ a; 
had its being above the Planets and wanderig 
Stars, which have their proper paſſages although} e 
unknown to us; or above in concſuſion in t 
eighth Heaven, which we eſteem wandering and us 
fixed, which alſo hath its proper motions ag 
operations; of which Hyyparchut famous for 
knowledge in Aſtrology ſecms to doubt, as Pin 
in the 27. Chap. Book 2. teſtifieth : Hypparetig 
. Gith he, a man never ſufficiently. praiſed , diſg 
ered in his time that a ſtrange Star was produc 
by the motion whereof, upon the day of its appe 
._ rance; he made a great doubt whether this mig 
beuſual, or whether choſe Stars which we des 
fixed, were moveable: Great Aſtrologers th 
- it much to concern their Art, to underſtand ce 
| Cainly the egacordince and diſcrepancy ber\ 
tte two Zodiacs, the one of the eighth, the others 
F _ - the ninth Heaven; which nevertheleſs they (hall 
nerver finde out, for that the ninth Heaven hath : 
ther Star nor ligbt neither can any thing conce if 


ng it bediſcovered,; except motion, and that on 


y from the motion of che eighth Heaven: Adil 

| certain it is, that Aſtrologers can give no accouil 
of what condition theſe two Zodiacs were att 
creation of the world; becauſe a certain un 
exact account of the time of the worlds creatic n 
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to this day eannot be acquired; ſome account and 


number of years ſince that time may be had and 


aimed at, but of dayes and hours very difficile, if 
not / impoſſibls; and yet notwithſtanding ſuch a 


20 . 


computation 


;doctine of Aſtrology, 
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force the, Aſpects of the Stars have in every mani 
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in which one is born, without a mange 


1 poſitiop of the Stats in the very a F 
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ercour ot, miſtake can ſcarcely beatcained unto z IE 
in a matter of difficulty. to diſcover the yer poi 
of time in which any one is born, and rightly tg 


obſer re the. Aſpect of the Sars which then reign 
and have influence in that very moment, or as 1 
may lay Attome, for ofttimes vapoyss and cle 
being inter poſed, do either quite rake away, 0 


tate, or ſhut from us the ſight, and aſpect. bothoß 


Heaven and Stars: aiſd above all, the moſt rap 


and ſwift wheeling of che Heavens brings it fo 55 


about, that it is fleeted and flomn away before we 
can take perfect cognizance thereof; for in almoſt 
every moment the face of the Heayens, and a di- 
verſe. poſture of the Stars is exiſtant. Aſtrolo- 
gers confidently profeſs. that they will exactly tell 
you the fortunes and gveats of en „ ſo that 
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very neceſſary and requiſite to the 
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[ be may but know the certain" time of his 220 


but ſuch an exact, ſubtil, and punctual knowiec 
(as is neceſſary for an Aſtrologer) is very hard tg 
be come by; let us ſuppoſe” for example, tha 
oliver was born the 56 year from this time, thy 
7 of September, at ten of the clock, either at tl be 
beginning, middle, or end thereof: but that mo 
ment, or almoſt nothing or little — 
time, wherein Oliver fell from his Mothers wom ß 
and came into this world, neither the Midwife 
Parents, or Aſſiſtants can directly and exactly ab 
ſure you of, as it is neceſſarily requiſite for th 
Aſtrologer if be intend to divine aright. 4 
I cannot by any means in this place paſs aws 
without ſetting down the words of Saint 300 
who treated of this ſubject accurately and pr 1 


flog, 7 I onely have glanced at by the way 
. fl p 


ghtly touched: his words are theſe, which bs 
left written in an Homily upon a part of Genefit 
The inventors of calculating Nativities, perceivi 
that in a long interval of time many Figures and 
Aſpects ſlipt by and eſcaped the reach of their Sci 
ence, contracted their meaſures intoa very com- 
* and ſtrait limit of time, and as the Apo. 
le calls it, a moment of time, or twinkling of an 
eye; and in this very moment of time, there is j 
great difference and deſparity berwixt nativity an 
nativity; for he that is even now born, ſhall be 


inveſted with regal dignity, wear che Diadem er 


advens 
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14] 8dventure of an Empire, give Las to ſeveral Na- 
tions, and abound. in-all worldly: profp ; 
roll when. he. chat comes into the world ,.evenimme- . - 
ally diacely, after, ſhall, be poor, deſpicable, a Va- 
be gabond, Jugler, Hocus Pocus, andit may be, beg - 
bis bread from door to door; that Orb therefore 
wich is called the Signifer ,. being divided inte 
off twelve parts when the Sun in the pace of thirty 
davyes bach paſt the twelfth part chereof ; which is 
aiſed by Aſtrologers, inerrans, or wandering; erer 
of theſe twelve parts they divided inta thirty par- 
A cels, and then thoſe parcels, each being) divided ' 
into ſixty minutes; theſe minutes again they lube - 
divided after the ſame manner into ſixty more. 
be birth therefore of one newly come into tbe 
eff world being determined, let us obſerve: whether 
vil theſe skilful maſters with all their Art, can keep _ 


he this ſo exact diviſion of time. The woman is de. 


lv ered of her burthen, the Midwife looks whether 
ul it be male or female, next ſhe hearkens to heat ix 
na cry, as a preſage of the life and ſtrength of the 
ci: childe; after (he brings the infant to the Aſttolo- 


wger, and when ſhe pratt les with him as goſſips uſe 


to do, during all theſe petty tranſactions ſince thę 
little one was an inhabitant of this world, how 


1 ma ny minutes as we may conjecture have paſt 
A away ; eſpecially if the Artiſt were not in the 


Chamber, but in ſome other remote place exp &. 
ing the news? Again, whilſt he is accommodating 
D 3 ͤ˖ö˖ĩ·˙ 
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his Inſtruments of Art, to inveſtigate the exa@ 
and preciſe time, whether nocturnal or diurnal 
how many minutes fly away: and here again'when 
the Star is diſcovered which denotes the time and 
minute, then comes the twelve parts, the Fo y 
parcels, into-which each of thoſe is to be divided; 
then the ſubdiviſion of thoſe parcels imo ſixty mis 
nutes to be examined and canvaſed over; andak 
though they can never attain to ſo preciſe 11 
punctual a finding out of the exact time, yet th 7 

affirm this muſt neceſſarily be done in the wanders 
ing and unfixed Stars to know what diſpoſitia q 
and habitude they have with choſe which are fixed, 
and what like figure is amongſt them , when thi 


7 


infant was born; things ſtanding in this fort, thy 


by reaſon of the variation of that moſi mort ti 


a certain knowledge without errour is impo 15 
to be had, not by the vain and fooliſh Roden 
of this Art, who gape after a thing impoſſible to 
be attainded; but alſo thus filly creatures who 
run after them as Prophets, and Wiſe men, ery 
the fools coat, cap, bauble and all. | 


Chap 
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'fay ; that Aſtrologers (as they 1 1 
dentiy and fooliſhly arrogite to 
themſelves) have the derte owledge - 
ind ſcience of the Heavens ani Stars; yet all the, 
notwithſtanding 1 will 155 8 4 
not divine and fortel ſatut 7 2 
by undenia ble and e e A 
by m_ and valid arguments I confirm i 5 | 
KITE) \, "A 
Eighi Wee, . which} be #4 proved, cha of 
a perfect cognition of the. Stars, 15 events 
din ber «frets 7 Mi 1 
Bc. 8 The oft Ro Kr 6 11785 E 
ri — and well known Saäbapie ie be 
Sciwols of Phitoſophers, as every: thing is 
D 3 con- £4 
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concerning its eſſe or being, ſo it is concerning it 
cognition , viz. by reafon of the cauſes fog di ; 
wbich every thing is made and hath its being; 
the ſame it ought to be known, if we inte e | 5 
ha ve a perfect knowledge thereof: but to the ge · 
neration and production of future articulat | 


events, not onely heaven concurrech but alſo 4 1 


particular cauſe; heaven is an univerſal cauſe, by 
which it is manifeſt, that this vigour and efficic cd 
muſt alſo be univerſal and indeterminate to pro» 
duce particular effects; but the power andforcy 1] 
of Heaven is determinated by particular cauſes, 
in which reſpect Arif les ſaying is moſt true 
The. Sud and Moon generate man; particular 0 | 
fects alchough foraſmuch as belongeth Ne : 
ſection and conſervation, they have their depeñ̃· v 
dance on cauſes univerſal, yet for what belodgeth 


to their proper nature and natural proptieties, 4 
well ſpecifical as individual; they rather; enujate 
and i mitte a particular then an univerſalexlaſe. 


Beſides Celeſtial Cauſes, the a of tices 
lar Caper i moſt requiſite to know their ell | 


P therefore over and aboye Celeſtial aol for 
the producing of future effects, it be nece ſſary 

to have a particular efficient cauſe and matter apt - 
ly prepared, of which if the one be wanting ti6 


fffe can be Peerless from which we mult of 
neceſß 


4 


ca veral kindes, whether;animate, herbs, or ſorubs, are 


ame inſtant; afterwards \innumerable increaſe as * 
oj produced, aud nut in ſeveral, but inthe ſame regi= © 
ent and places of the earth, and of ſuch, 2 1 
nie, in the ſpringing, gromt h, flouriſhing, den-— 


fame laws of production and expiration as man; haue 
D 


1 . LY 1 


or, The Vanity of S tar-gaxing. 39 2 
of neceſſity conclude, that for the prenotion of future 
effects the knowledge of Celeſtial Cauſes is net 
70 ſufficient : and this is in daily.experimentals mani- 
ta felted unto us; we behold the painful Husband- 
man at the ſame time, and under the {ame aſpect 
Jof the Stars to ſowe ſeveral ſorts of Grain, from 
$ which alſo ſeveral and diſtinct ſuccreaſes accrew, 
1& which diverſity cannot proceed from the Stars, bur 


from the ſeveral ſeeds themſelves; with which St. 
Auguſtine agrees laying : When many bodies of ſe- 


ſeminat ed in the ſame punctilio of time, and at the — 


tes and faſſions; and will not men ( as, the old adage 
is). langh. at their own. folly if they conſider the 
things and what I pra can be more fooliſb and ſuat- 4 
tiſh, then being convinced by theſe daily experiments 
to ſay, that man andienely.man is ſubjected tothe a- 
tal deeree aud inſluence of the Stars: Theſe laſt 
words of St. Aug. Phavorints the Philoſopher 
expreſſeth more amply ſaying: If the period, time, 
deſtiny, and canſe of mans life had its dependance up- 
on Heaven and the Stars; what will they ſay ef 
es, worms, and many other animal culums, as well 
wvolant and ceptible,' as najant*, are theſe tyed to the 
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Frogs and Flies their praduttion, being, aud fa 

from the influence and motion: of the Stars, if - * 5 
Aftrologers will not graut ihis, why tffirm Jou th hc 
the power of the Stars bath fach prevalent pomeſſp 
over mankinde , and Jet prove defettive'i in 6 
creatures f 


Of the equal Birth and A Fortune and Evi ven 
of FT wing. l HH ka T8 f 


The ſeed fr. x % uz oy 4 \ T3 5 
Mn i 
V 2 it true as Aſtrologers would per ft 


it muſt neceffarily follow, 
twins 4 2 conceived and born about Abe lan 
time, muſt needs in all things ſympathize and bi 
alike ; yet daily experience ſhews the contrary 
but to wave all other diſſimilitudes, it often haps 
pens, that the one twin proves a male, the-ords 
a female: Tis true, Cicero in his Book of Dith 
nation tells us of Proclus and Euriſt henes Lacede 
monian Kings and twins, yet their ends were us; 
like, and the glory of their actions mueh difcre i 
pant: but above all, that which we read in the ſi 
cred Text is an all ſatisfying example; Pau 
E/au proceeded from the ſame Concubitus, 
Paul, Rom, 9. ſufficiently tells us, and at the ſaa ö 
time born, were notwithſtanding ſeverally inclin 
xd, d: ſagreeing i in conditions, unlike in manner, [+ 
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iſſenting/in/ judgement , and differing in other 


jabits and qualities; neither availeth that lurking 


rYaying, that that ſmall parcel of time which inter- 


eded betwixt the nativity of the two twins. 
Fhough it appear little, or nothing to ust in 
the Heavens, by reaſon of the vaſtneſs thereof; 
and che inconceptible wheelingand moſt. quick mo: 


Ion, niaketh a: wonder ſul difference and va- 


2 
2 . * 
ration : 
4 > 4 l Fi - o 
4 4 F 


* p 


j 


- 


- 


0 ma de impreſſion perſpieable, twice endea au 
d to hit the ſame mark, and at the ſtopping oi the 


A rbeel, found the two ſeveral im preſſions, ot far 
remote one from another: This ſigniſies nothing. 
ind gives: as. little ſhelter to the Aſtrolaget s 
nn uncovered Barn to a weary Pa ſſenger in a great 
4 ſhowre: of rain; for although is the natity of 

twins their might be ſome demurr or interval — 


Inn their conception there was not any; and if 
{condition of the conſtellation under which . 
Js born, beſo immediately variated „ the proper 


end exact time of any nativity: mult needs he to 
mey Aſtrologers incomprehenſible; Jo conclade, we 


kf will produce St. Gregoes argument to make this 


sf good, If (faith he) Paco and Eſas are not to he 
ib | * thought Fo 


8811 » 9 21641 10 


g 2 N ogsdins Figalus goes about to demonlirae 


afthis in a wheel, citcumagitated | with: alli poſſihle 
Uſcolerity, who wich ink or ſome other material apt 


e 
* „ 
© A BA 


Pole or after - gane which Aſtrologers keep ae 1 
reſerve to recruit them when the day is almoſt ſaſt. 


42 The Aſtrologer Anatomis d: l 


thouglit born under the ſame conſtellation beca g ds 
not born together, but che one after the other ii 
the ſame reaſon we may infer , that no individught” 
man is born under che ſame conſtellation; decaulhn 

he is not totally produced together, but piec mein 
and joynt after joynt; as firſt the head, th 
ſhoulders, next back, and fo till he come tot 8 
feet; and acob was ſo near to his Brother, baſic 
he held his foot in his hang. Ein 

Pha vorinus diſputing aga inſt the Chatdeans u i, 
on this. point , handles the matter exactly; aq 
with ſingular actuteneſs: L would have the 
(quoth he) to anſwer me i in this; If the mome 
of time in which man at his birth bath his f e 
alotted, be ſo exiguous and fleeting; that · in Mer. 
lame inſtant, and under the ſame Circle of Le. 
ven many cannot hade their being after the fan 
conmperency'; and that therefore Twins have'ng 
the ſame fortune becauſe not produced at i 
ſame moment of time; let them make it, I ſapſef-t 
appear, by what means they chemfelves can di en 
ver, or attain unto the exact knowledge of tuo 
courſe of that ſwift flying and vaniſhing time, 
which by the copnition of our intellectual pan 
can ſcarce be comprehended; and yet — 50 
ſtanding they averr that in the headlong tumb IL 
ling, and wheeling about of dayes and nighthſſnte! 
even the leaſt moments produce immenſe and adſbehe 
mirable changes: Hitherto Phavoriuus. 7 att! 
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U ' g. allo gives great r bgbe to this abe 
1b (Twins, and bandles it learnedly-in bis ñ̃ſth Book 
Inf” the Cuyef God: in ſome oi his firſt Chapters, 

I nd in the el Book of Chriſt. Doc. here he 
s Aſtrolo gers to their wits end, if not to a non- 
pr ;:for if in ſo ſhort a moment of time all things 

mit a change, that not onely ſeveral, but fur 
he moſt part contrary things m happeo, who 

; debe, e in the. nativity of a thilde 
y certainty ; ſince it is moſt certain, that the 
ty moment of time, in which he was conceinad 
Abe is impoffible to be exactly kndwnby 

= ſuppoſe it granted that the Stars {have great 

7 wer;influence;and vertue over mankindb in ge: 
uy "ry yet mans capacity to this very 
er reach unto what vigour and force 

athe individuals becauſe the aſpect of Heaven; 
nd poſition of the Stars in every particular nati- 
ey cannot be attained unto, and this by reaſon 

1 the incomprehenſible ſwiſt motion of the Hea« 

00 and Stars ont ſtrips and prevents the dull 

lic lownels of our eee eblervatidla. 


j +. The third Reaſon. . 


Lets leyaGde the diſcoprſe of Tuins, whale 
nterrupt birth may well puzzle Star- gazers; and 
behold and take into conſideration, thouſands of 

1 —_ at the very fame time, and imthe ſame I 
8 TK King- 23 


an 
th. 
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| Kingdome, under the ſame aſpe& 4d poſition th 


Heaven and Stars, and the Children begot by 
vets Parents; Aſtrologers muſt needs give t (i 
ſame judg ement, -and pronounce the ſame fortui 
to all thoſe being born under the ſame conftellati 
on, and daily experience ſhews the contrary 
for how many throughout the whole world, a 
conceived in the fame moment, and at che ſ 
time born; and yet in their capacities; wi 
manners, yea religion, life and death, chere! ? 
vaſte diſlimilitude and diſproportion. In tl 
great Battle which Haxxibal fought againſt i 
Romans, how many, both great Command 
and ordinary Souldiers periſht and jofttheir li - 
and yet no man is ſo deſtitute of reaſon; or dei Ar 
tute of judgement , as to think all thoſe men b rn 
under the fame. conſtellation! and aſpect of thy 
Stars; and in that admirable Sea light; and glot 
ous V iRory obtained againſt the Turks in theſe la 
ter times, to the immortal glory of Chriſt ff 

will any man be ſo-fooliſh as to think and aff n 
that all choſe miſcreants who periſhed there and of 
were ſwallowed up by the mercileſs Waves of the 
all-devouring Ocean, were born under the ſameal 54, 
peR of Heaven and conftellation > When Hen | 
Hippocrates,” Ariſtotle, and Alexander the Gre 
were born, were not alſo many others born, 
the very ſame times and moments; yet in the { 
yeral excellencies proved equal to them: Ph 

rinu 3 
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a 1 — tells as yet farther, ſaying, Hose Er; of bath. 

ſects of alt ages , born under ſeveral rconſtellas. 

w 19 s , either 'by earthquake, falling bones, 

eng e Towns, ſpipwrack , or the like, haue 

| | Hes fo the ſame ſad end, and in the ſame oY 

went of time, which could never have come to pat 

the ſame foreune and deſtiny attributed to way: 

one ar bis nativity, and the power f that moment 

, had its proper force and vertus, or laws pre 

7 and if ſome things and events concerning 

life and death of men born at ſeveral times, by a 

keweſs of conflellations bapuivg after, may ſem 10 

Kequire 4 near or like ſucceſs'and contingeney, why 
bunnot the parity bring it to paſt that many 

Antiſthenes, axd Plato's ſball have their exiſtence, 

I ad being, in 77 feature, wit, qualities, rtrongi 

. whete lift and death all alle an ſemblabie, 

ch jet u impoſſible ; and therefore Star. gauers 

1575 but a futly ſhift by this argumentation, to male 

m us believe thut men born under ſeveral and diſtinct 

N mnſtellations may have the fame pre and . 

I taſtropbe. * ; 


7 The exquiſite 1 hf Bardeſanes againſt 
Aſtrologerc. 
The Fourth Reaſon. 


2 Syrian, exquiſitely Skilfol i in Ce. 
leſtial Doctrine, in a Dialogue (which by the 
intreaty 
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increaty of ſome ſrieads) he writ againſt ha ci. 
deans cancerning Fate, demonſtrates the oblerwlſlh 
tions of the Aſtrologers to be vain and. chi di 

and their predictions to be full of leaſings and 
ſities; Euſeb in his ſixth Book of Evang. Pre 
9. writes his words thus: Amongſt the Seres l 
a law, which prohibited to commit murder, for nisi 
tian, or to adore Idals; from whence it was effect 

that in all that Region there was no prophane Tem 

to he ſeen, no woman lactviouſly addicted, or whor 

nn adultreſs, thief or homicide; neither had t 
ſearching Star of. Mars (though in its ful vigou 
placed in the midſt of Heaven) power to enforce iſm 
will of: an] man to perpetrate a murder; neither Wl Da 
wanton Venus, though never ſo comjeyned-mith Ma 
power to induce. any man to attempt hit neighbugyl n 
bed, er diolate by. conſarts chaſtity ; and yet li 
Mars everyday by neceſſity of his conrſe come thro ili 
the middle of that-Heawen , neither ii it to be que hat 
ond, but that children were born, every hour nen 
that ſo large a region or territory. Among ſt the In 1 the 
ans and Battrians are many thouſands of men cal Ga 
Brachmanes, who as well by tradition of their Fort cont 
thers as their laws and conſtitutions ; avoid the a and 
ration of Idols, eat not any thing animate ; neithi}j vil. 
drink they or ingurgitate wine or other ſtrong liquor tha 
men free from all malignant indiſpoſitions, imploys gen 
ing their whole time in the Service and Honour of Ma 
weſt High and Great God, There are other Indi if *li 
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or, The Vanity of Star-gazing. 47 
halls the ſame Region who contaminate- themſelves with 
bebe adoration of falſe Gods , with adalteries; mur. 
., and drunkenneſs ; nuy, "there is yet ayather 
Ul fort of Indians, inhabiting in the ſame Climate; who 
ite men as they are at their ſports" of 
ae hunting or offering ſacrifice, and acvonr aud feed 
on them; neither can any of thoſe Stars, -which 
hey eſteem benign or propitious, deserr or hinder 
thoſe people from ſuch like villanies; nor pet the 
malignant enfurce or compel the Brachmanes 't0-alt 
ſuch black and hideous crimes. Amongſt the Peri- 
a therewas a law, whereby it was enacted, 
sen might contract matrimony and cobibit with their 
ll Dangbrers, Sifters, or Mather; and this Edict thoſe 
ele obſer ved not onely in their own Countrey, but 
all i hat Climate ſoever they inhabited, or Regions, co- 
Af lmized, which they polluted with inceſtuaus Naipti- 
all ils and horrid Marriages; which other Natiuns 
(Hl hat hing and abhorring, branded them with the no- 
WY merclation of Maguſſers; and even at rhis day in 
be very heart and centre of Egypt, Phrygia, and 
A Galatia, are many of thoſe Maguſſees, who b a long 
continued practice from former ages, commaculate 
aud defile themſelves with ſuch obſcene and deteſtable 
al vilanies ; and yer we cannot in poſitiue terms affirm, 
rf that thoſe bruits rather then rational creatures were 
JN generated and produced under the houſe of Saturn, 
Mars being an aſſifting ſpectator. The Amazons 
ut lived without Husbands, onely in Spring, time; 4 
1 : they 
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* ſparks,” as ſeemed to be active in propagation; 
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© dhey conglomerated and paſſed the bands and 
t mits of cheir oative foil, made bold with th 
'* neighbours Husbands, and ſuch other lulff - 


and as they all enjoyed the company of maj : 
* andconvenicd, fo by neceſſary conſequence th : 
* muſt be delivered and brought to bed, at ;: 
* much: about the ſame time and inſtant. I 
*© males they unnaturally murdered and deſtroys 
** reſerving the. females , whom they trained up 
Martial Diſcipline, and they proved for t 
© moſt part undaunted Virago's, and the en 


« 6pitionate, that all theſe maſculine ſema les u 


. 

0 

4 

** Daughters of Belona; yet it were ridiculous lf is 
A 

ic 


e born under the ſame natalitial Stars, This ve! 


* ty is yet made more manifeſt by the example i 
the Jews, who whereſoever they have their be ; 
**ings, in what Region or Kingdome, und. 
* what King, Prince, or Emperour, or in what . 
* Climate foever. they are born, by an inviel . 
able obſet vation, upon the eighth day 41 
they circumciſe their Infants, keep their Sag. 
te bath high and holy, reverence and honour the + 
'* Feaſt, yet all Jews are not born under the ſami . 
** conſtellation, neither can theſe. pretended. is 
** fluences or vertues of the Celeſtial Bodies draf 
them from the Rites and Cuſtoms of their Pre 
* genitors: much more may it be ſaid of Chil 


: ans, who diſperſed over the whole ſuperficiesſl &, 


- 
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mY Chriſtian world, obſerve the ſame ectiphr A 
© of doctrine and form of: life; yet neither by 
6 force, fair words, large promiſes, glorious pre- 
| 6 rences, nor thundering minaces, torments al- 
© molt-joſupportable,, Tortures, Racks, and 
u other ſtrange and unheard of puniſhments, Cai 
tor could be ſeduced or drawn one hairs breadth 
«(25 the ſaying is) from thoſe principles which 
Chriſt our Lord and Saviour left unto them; 
re or were all thoſe Chriftians born under the 
© ſame Planet? Lheſe happy ſouls beforethe re- 
K ceiying of Chriſtian Faith, followed with an 
b ardeng Superſtition the Laws and precepts of 
heit Anceſtors, bur-after the ſacted Lavacre of 4 
a ſin-temitting Baptiſm, they forſook all thoſfe 
coul deſtroying Ceremonies, inveſted their bet 
MY © cer parts with a Pure faith; cloathed chemſelves 
EY © with the new man, and followed a perfect rule 


of living, leadiag upon earth a life Angelital: 2 


upon that ſcote, the baptiz:d Parthians wedded 
not many wives; the Medes caſt not their dead © 
«bodies tu the dogs ; the Indian committed 
*not the corples of their deceaſed to the con- 
A ſumiog flunes Ef fire. The Per ſian contract 
not mattimony with the ir ſiſters, davghrers or 
* mothers; the Egyptians abbor the worſhip ot 
* (heir Apis, Goat, Dog, ot Cat; but wher eſos 
ever they inhabit, obferve the ſame form of life 
iad doctrine. What needs more co be ſald, earn 
ur E - 8 aue | 4 


© "ſerved, neither can theſe all-powerful Sear 


4% "The Aftroleger Aeon i, gd: 5 
© hour men are born in all Nations, and we | 


& that through free-will and power in man; th 
« Laws and Cuſtoms ate punctually kept — 


(48 Aſtro!ogers dream) compel and force / 
te Feres to Homicide ; the Brachmanes to eat 
« ficſh; neither can they hinder the Per/ians from 
« their inceſtuous copulations; the Medes from 
giving to their dogs their friends dead carkal 
t© ſes; nor the Parthians from wedding mani 

* wives; all nations when they will and how the 
«will ule the fredom of their Liberty, obed 
«ent to their Laws and Cuſtoms. Thus mud 
out of Bardeſanes againſt the vanity of Ay 

logers. | 2 


The fifth Reaſon, 


The free-will of man, and the immortality of ſel 
the ſoul granted, this Art cannot ſubſiſt; for if the f th 
the one mult ſtand, the other muſt fall. Judge of 
then courteous Reader, is not this Art highly to I it 
be diſeſteemed and llighced , which cannot have} ff 
an exiſtence, or ſhew any feats, unleſs the liberty I . 
of mans will and immortality of the ſoul 0 
overthrown and demoliſnt: But if our ſoul be H. 
mortal, and have not freedom in its actions, yet | up 
Aſtrological! predictions cannot ſubfiſt , as (ball 
be concluded by theſe enſuing Arguments. 


.* i 
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or, Ihe Vanity of Star-gazang. 5x * 
el - Ficſk'of all. Aſtrologers profeſs and brag, that 
by che profundity of their Art and obſervacions; « * 
they can foretell future things and events; fu- 
tute things which have their dependency upon 
tee · will, cannot poſſibly be diſcovered by theſe 

Ertiſts; for ſo they ſhould kno futute things 
25 they ate in themſelves, or per ſo, in act, and x 
ching which is not in as much as it is not, canyoe - > 
CY be underſtood; & therefore ic mult be after ſomm 
binde of manner, to wit, in the powerfulneſs or 
poteſtaty in its cauſes: neither can future things 
de known in their cauſes, which are three ; Gods 
Heaven and humane will; bur ſuch things as#re 
to have their being from the decree, counſel, and 
zbſoluce will of Almighty God, what mott 
Creature either by the Heavens, of any other 
means can dive into them, unleſs they be ſuch un- 
to whom the Almighty will have them by him- 
of eif made known and revealed; for who, fam 
he Þ the holy Scripture, knowsthe ſeafe and meaning 
ge 
0 


of God, ot no hath been of his counſel ? And a 
p| itis written in Wifdom 9. Therhinigs that are in 
„cbt we fude with labour, but the things that are in 
ty] heaven who ſhall ſearch ont; and thy ſenſe who” 
be | all know wnleſs thom give wiſdom, and ſend thine 
be 4 Holy Spirit from on high ? Such things as depend 
et | upon mans free- will cannot by the Heavens be 
diſcovered, becauſe Heaven is an univerſal caule ; 
ind future particular cantingents cannot have* 2 
E 2 ia. 4 


* l . f 


* "The relies 1 8 e 75 


their deperidency on the Heavens, or be known 
unleſs it be univerſally and indererminately 
And again, Heaven is a corporeall and material 
cauſe ; whetefore the ſoul which of jt ſelf is 4 
- corporeal, not compoſed of matter, and free in 
acting, neceſſarily and directly cannot be he 4 
to the efficiency and operation of the Heaven 


Again, humane will is the very immedate cauſe gf 


humane actions, in reſpect of future events 
which are to be produced from thence, which 
af it ſelf indifferent and indeterminate, for 
ſhall do things which we have nor thought 
deliberated; how then can an indifferent, an 
indeterminate cauſe produce à certain know 
ledge of a furure effect; and this may be th 
confirmed: The exterior actions of man depeng 
upon the interior, that is to ſay, either by dell 
beration, or choice and election; and therefore 
the extetior future action of man cannot be 
foretold, unleſs the election of his future will be 
known from whence it muſt neceſſarily proceed 
but the future election of man cannot be knowl 
to any other; for if the reſolves and deliberath 
on of the minde and underſtanding which mat 
hath in preſent cannot be diſcovered by another, 
how can thoſe purpoſes, deliberations, and de- 
crees of mans underſtanding be manifeſted and 
made known by another, which are to happen af 
cer the revolution of many years? 


. 
ten 
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Lune it be hf er to Progeflicare; Shar a 25 
4 bad man ſpall do. 


An is to be looked ea sc 3 
g either as he leads à life and operates ac A 
F cording to the dictamen of reaſon, oraccording 3 


to ſenſe and appetite; if according to reaſon; 7 * 


man hath no dependance upon the Heavens; for 2 
the ſoul and incelleftus} part: is immateriali ,h 


Incorporeal; and nothing corpòrate can by it I 


ſelf act upon a thing incorpotate j mans will i? 
free, and miſtrifs of all her den actions, and can 
by her own inſtinct and diſpoſition, apply her 
ſelf to do or not do this or 3 939 
from the influence of the Heavens;' ompoli- 
tion and tempet of the body 1 iuſti· 
gition and ſubtlety of the Devil; (or otherwiſe ) 
may be tempted and ſeduced to do evil, yet A 
he by his own power,afſilted by: Gods Grace, ani. 
bilate all thoſe temptatiops, and\overcomming ' * 
and trampling them under his feet, do the quite 


contratyto nat he was provoked and allured; . - :; 


and thissis apparent in the very example of 30. 
crates; who by the natural conſtitution and com- 
poſition of hib body was both a bard and much 
addicted to women, and the deliptirs: of 'Fenus 4 
¶ vet by che ſtrengthof his better part}; a vigilane 
'F watch over himſelf, as chaſtiſing of icyil-pro 
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ions, and nipping them in the bud, he crivumphedY hi 
; - over his paſſions -and wis eſteemed the wo fc 
grave, prudent, chaſte, and continent man of all 
that age. | 'Z 
Aman who ſpins out his time according 9 
ſenſuality and carnal appetites, leads a life. off 
wandering and mutable, that ic is impoſſible 10 ni 
divine what will become of him; and Solomat 
ſaith, that amongſt many things which he hard 
underſtood, he was altogether ignorant ho 
youngſters in the flower of their youth ſteere 
their courſe; for that age is ſo ſlippery, incor 
ſtant, fickle, and wandering,thac it ſeldom abid 
any long time in the ſame ſtate and candig 
on; to day diſliking what yeſterday extrem 
pleaſed; having no Analogy in its actions, ut 
ä dictamen of teaſon, but-raſhlp 
dad headlong impelled and hurried away whe 
therſoever: eupidity and laſt courts ad invits 
it: from whence ic proceeds, that with fat leh 
difficulty an Aſtrologer may prognoſtitate the 
actions of him who ſpends his dayes, according 
to the model of Intelhgence, then his who neg 
lecting both reaſon and vertue; trifle away 15 
time according to the vanity of bis on affects 
ons and deſires. More facile it is by much to d 
vine the tranſactions and events of a-King who 
ruleth civilly, and according to reaſons beheſt 
and preſcriptions, then of a Tyrant, whoſe * 
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I or, The Vanity of Star-gazing. 85 
bedf his lav; how then can theſe ſeeming skilfulArtiſts © 


q forete l events, in which there is fo much uncer- 
i caioty and ambiguouſneſs, and where nothing 
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| can be had firm and certain. 


The effects of contingents which befall man by 


b 0 celeſtial fate, and power of the ſtars, may or na 
not be hindered : if the effect may be ſo hinder- » 


ed, that it come not to paſs, then is it uncertain, 


and conſequently the Prediction cannot be cer- 


tain and infallible: If it cannot be hindered, 


then free- will is taken away, and our ſoul made 
mortal and material, as being neceſſirily ſubſected 
to the power and influence of the ſtars: If this 


be ſo, what benefit can Aſtrological predictions 


bring to mankinde? for what good will it be to 23 
know things ſo long before-hand, if they cannot 7 
be declined and avoided ?. nay rather it were an 


inconvenience to be by all means ſhunn'd: for 


nr gen be more grievous,then not onely robs 
oppreſſed with preſent calamities, but alſo to be 


nekt and tormented with an inevitable expecta- 
tion of miſeries to fall upon us hereaftet? | This 
Seneca lib. 3. epiſt. 80. uaderſtood tight well, 
though he atttidute almoſt if not altogether, as 
much power aud dominion to ſtars over men, as 
do the Aſtrologers themſelves : Theſe are his 
words. I come to- him who boaſt his gent 


knowledge in the ſtars. 
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56 The Aſtrologer Anatomiz/d: o 
* Whither cold Saturns Star, it felf betakes; e 


Or in what Orbes Cyllenius progreſs makes- 

What avails it to know this ? Forſooth to makes; 

* me ſtartle when Saturn and Mars ſtand in op 

*: policion, or when ercarydeclines WeltwardF: 
_ * Saturn looking on; I am rather of this opiÞ 

e nion, that whereſoever they ate, they are prod 

** Pitious and benign, and not ſubject to change$® 

« or mutability, and this is brought to paſs by the: 

«inevitable courſe and continuall order of challsf: 

% Fares : They return at ſer times, and the «fc 

of all things are either moved ot denoted by 

ze the ſtats; if they abſolutely cauſe the thing 

what will the immutable knowledge thereof 

profit thee; if they onely ſigniſie it, what will 

« it help thee to provide againſt that which tho; 
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n 
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A cunſt not avoid; for know thou, or know tha 
not, thoſe things will come to paſs. Thus 7 
neca. But Phavorinu handles chis point in few 
words acutely and Philoſophically'; ** Aſtrolg 
gers (faith he) foretell either good or bad for 
tunes: if good, and miſs in their aim, thou att 
s deluded and made miſerable. by a long and fi 
« {traced expectation: If bad, and yet lye, thay 
«arc alſo made ſollicitous and: afflicted by feu 
« ing in vain; if they ſpeak truth, but forctell 
« thee hard hap; then, even then in thy thovghts 
& and imagination thou art tormented and ve 
« hefore thy bad fortune fall upon thee ; if they} 
„„ n_—_— 
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Toromiſe that the things which they foretell 
wall be good, and much to thy advantage; 


fl 2 two diſcommodities will fol- 


low; firſt thy. greedy expectation will weary: - 


d thee; being held ſo long in hope, expectationi 


and ſuſpence; and again the hope of thy fu- 


D ture joy by lictle and little will wither ways 1 


In no caſe therefore have recourſe unt o thoſe 


men to be ſatisfied in the aid of r. BE. 
8Y N Contingents. of) l aoqn 


* 
. 
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' 
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| j ; vain 4 ching; $f 10 to believe 1 that 5 N 
can tell any min that be ſhall be m_ chief Biſhop 
er PoutJexa, | . 


| T* thing n many others Abe an 


vanity af this Art; Aſtrologers for exams 
ple will perſwade -ſome one, that he ſhall be | 
dected chief Biſhop; but che promation of any 
one to this high degree of honout depends nor 
upon the wilband power of the party bimſelf; 
orany other particular perſon hut upon the de- 
cree and ſuſfrages of the whole Conclave whioſe 
charge it is teeled; the chief Biſhop; and theres 
fote it is nat onely neceſſaty (luppoſe I affixwe 
Peter to be the man) to know the conſte 
of his Nativity; but I muſt alſo know ad 
the Conſtellations and Poſition of the Stars in the 
l births of all thoſe whoſe joynt 9 
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vote and elect Peter to that high preferment. 
it be true which Swetonius relates concerning All - 7 
guſtus, that Nigidius Figulm 2 man"eminenth | 
amongſt the Romans for his rare knowedge i 
Aſtrology, having taken the hour of his Nati 
ty, and rightly conſidered the ſtars predominant} // 
at his birth, cry'd out aloud, The Lord of chill? 
whole world is now born: We muſt conc lu 
that this was not ſpoken by Art, and ground 
upon Reaſon, but caſually and raſhly, and chat! 
was meer chance that it came to paſs as he ha 
foretold. For the advancement of Auguſtus 
that height of Command and Monarcny, wii 
effected by riſing unto ſeveral degrees of het 
nour, and depended upon the favour, ſtudy, an 
procurement of many men; ſo that to know ail 
pronounce the advancement of Auguſlus to 
eminent a degree of Sovereignty and Empire I. 
was not ſufficient; to Calculate the Nativity 
him alone; for the ſtars which were ptevalent 
his birth could not have power' upon the nat 
ties of others who were his Abettors, Sticklery} 
and Coadjutors to obtain the Imperiall Dis 
dem and Dignity; of whom many were bow fn 
before, and many ſeverall years aftet '& be 
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* ſ IF | 
I That the Art and Science of Aſtrology i nn,, 
| e not conſiderable. 1 at 


5 
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> ie The fexth Reaſon, Aal 
Ir Very Art and Science is verſant in things 
de E which alwayes, or for the moſt part, fall ont 
s chat Art teacheth; and yet it is manifeſt; that 
ings ſhewed by Aſtrology very ſeldom & rare- 
e to Paſs as (he foretelleth, as having no 
ſable. or grounded foundation; and therefore 
aangot conſtitute a formal Art or Science: Being 
EY therefore as it is moſt certainly true, chat Aſlro- 
ogical Predictions are moſt commonly falſe, and 
WF recy ſeldom true and vetidical; it is moſt elcar, 
bat they proceed not from any Art, or rettain 
I obſervations, but are ſpoken temetariouſiy and 
anndomse: For which cauſe Yhaverinaa gives 
u a Caveat, not to be over confiding in (hbalde- 
a, though at ſome times by great chause they 
tumble upon a truth and yerity; and his rea ſon is, 
becauſe they ſpeak not things certain, defined 
ud known, hut fallible, and grounded onely up- 
oa ambigvom conjectures; and fo betwixt truth 
ud falſhood. they ſteal hood-winkt along: pere 
vo in a miſt of obſcurity, and ſo ttying many 
©] concluſions by hap hazzard, and before they be 
I] ware, they unknowingly ſtumble upon a truth; 
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and ſometimes alſo by the credulity and infol 
mations of thoſe whd come fooliſhly to ask calf * 
counſel, they ſeem to meet with a verity ; an 
this preſently cries them up to have e ' in 
things both paſt and future; but ſuch truths n. 
they diſcover either hab nab, or covered with thi 
cloak of ſubtle knavery;compared with cheir lyall;. 
and falſities, amount not to the-thouſand x 4 * 
thereof. Cicero in his 2. book of Divination h 1 
theſe words, what need we defiremore : Ti 
* Chaldeans are daily confuted , how many thin 
© havetheſe Chaldeans told Pompey, 2859 5 1 
F Ceſar himſelf, as that they ſhould die in th 
© own habitations aged and full of years, and 
*the very height and top of honour und 
*nown: It ſeems ſtrange to me that any mil 
* will follow and give credit to theſe Fello 
« whoſe Predictions and Prognoſtications, which Ks 
* daily experience make manifeſt ro be meer 
E ſings 3nd fopperies. | 
Seneca in a ſmall Pamphlet which: be entitle 5 
Ludus in mortem Claudi 4 æſaris, brings corel. 
upon the ſtage, negotiating with the fatal alten 4 1 
the procurement of Claudius his death;and by the lis; 
way to put a jear and frump upon the bella > 
amongſt other his Patheticall and Rhetotitelf 74, 
Arguments, (that Aſtrologets may not alwayet 
be taxt with lying) Be'pleaſed (quoth Merom F; 


ce « 77) moſt dread and powerful Ladies; that Fot ( 
tune 
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tune-tellers may ſometime ſpeak the truth, 
ho have ſo often told us, that this or that year, 
"It this or the next moneth Claadim ſhould be ta- 
$4 ken out of this world”: And is not the like 
M aone in theſe our preſent times; do not our A- 
arologers pro gnoſticate the death of Potentates 
WMitthey finde the Peoples affections to wiſh their 
lives, proſperities, and preſervation ; or death, 
dyerthrow, and utter confuſion. Natz. 
st. Ambroſe in his fourth book in Herem. cha. 
hath theſe words: * Some few dayes ſince when 
pe fell into diſcourſe how welcome and grate- 
ful rain woulchbe, one in the company made 
*znſwer; fear not, Neomenia will ſend ſome; 
(truly though we wiſn for rain; yet wiſh wo not 
N. ſuch affections verified; for my part I am much 
a plea ſed that no rain fall, till we obtain it by the 
prayers; and ſupplications of the Church. 
I Whereby it is manifeſt, that an hope and confi- 
en dence, is not to confide in Chang es and Moons, 
but ro depend upon the providence and mercy 
oj of our molt gracious and Omnipotent Creator: 
* By which the vaniry of Aſtrology is confuted, 
the the efficacy of Chiiltian Piety, and power of re- 
2 ligious and godly prayers made manifeſt. 


all} 74: vanity and falſity of Aſtrological Predittions. 
Fe Lbumazar a prime Ring. leader of Super- 


I tticious Aſtrology, or Attrological Super- 
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Rition;thraugh the obſervation and precepts Mat. 
this Arr, divincd that Chriſtian Religion hoff 
continue one ly 1460. years: but the ycars H 
have elapſedꝰſince that prediction, prove hill” 
. Predictor a liar. Abrabam a leu out of 
Altrologicall obſervation, calculated that till” 
Meſſias (hould be born 1464. aftet our Savio þ 
Nativity, becauſe (I know not what) the (am... 
Conſtellation and Poſition of the ſtars ſhoweii 
then happen and be, as when Moſas brought hill 
Hebrew. People out of Egypt; but how en 
this Prediction was, time hath diſcovered. oc 
Petras de Aliaco hath left recorded, that bir 
Altrologers of that time ( when the general Counier 
cil of Cenſtance was call'd, to extirpate and ro 
out Hereſie and Schiſm which ſo much troub i 0e 
and diſquieted the Church) fore · told, that Me 
Church ſhould enjoy no tranquility; but theFtol! 
Heavens thteatned d iſſention and diſcord even WFtio: 
the ruine and overthrow of Chriſtian Regio li 
and yet notwithſtanding by that very Couneiſſ ni- 
that long continued and pernicious Sciſme w bet 
extinguiſhed, and a ſettled peace and quietneſſi for 
eſtabliſhed in the Church: And this happy eveſ 320 
ſo contrary to their vain Predictions might ha Noth 
moved honeſt Peter, to ſhake hands and bid 1 any 
wel toAfſtrology,eſpecially ſeeing thax he himſelf li 
(either deluded by his own obſervations; or eit f ciar 
cumvented and fool'd by other ment) was ſtrucꝶ¶ Kin 
| into 
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Niro 2 deadly feat, leſt that moſt damnable Schiſm 
a horrid He reſie ſnould be the fote · runner of 
iancichcilt, immediately to follow and enſue. 


Errertef Aftrologers in Chronology. 
mills A £42mazar the Grandfather of Aſtrologers 
' admires (1 wiſt not what) Revolutions of 
urn; for he affirms, that after Sata bath 
Peerfected ten converſions or wheelings round of 
i Orb, which comes co' paſs in the ſpace of 
300. years , that then ſome rare and wonderfull 
things will be effected; for, ſaich he, 300. years af. 
tet Alexander; Arelaſor the ſon of Bell appeated, 
vyho vanquiſhed and overcame the Per ans; und 
oo. years after that came into the world, Jeſus 
che Maſter and Captain of the Chriſtians. O in- 
beBtollerable and incredible ignorance in computa- 
on of time! for neither was the ſonne of Bell 
mY living at that time, which he ſets down and no- 
|;Fnioates ; neither did there intervene 600, years 
WY becwixt Alexander and the birrh of our Saviour; 
fe or his moſt happy and bleſſed Nativity happened 
t 4320. years after Alexanders deceaſe, which is an- 
other of 4/bamazars feignments: But hy ſhould 
my man wonder at this miſtake in A/bnmazar, 
If ſiace he will needs make Profomy the Mathemati- 
ir cian, to be one of thoſe Ptolomies, who were 
& kings of Egype, and reigned after Alrxander ; ; 
co whereas 4 
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-- Whereas Prolamy the Mathematician was nes 
in all his life honoured with ſuch a ſtile; not if 
beever King it, but lived under Hadrias the E 4 "| 

perour above 160. years after the laſt of 4 ; 
Egyptian Ptolomies. Another grand vapour the 

Altrologers make, avouching that no mutation} e 
of Laws, the birth of no famous Prophet / : 
conveiſion of no Countrey how great ſoevg o 
nor any remarkable paſſage ever happened, 
that ſome great conjunction of Planets, eſpe , T 
ally chat of 7apiter and Saturn anteteded. ul 
ConjunRionifay they) began at the worlds Cr 
tion, prognoſticated the Deluge,brought into hel 
world Abrabam and Moſes, fore - told the Inch ; 
nation of mankindes Redeemer, and point . 
the origin of CAfahomet ; but how {candalow, ? 
lying; commencicio us. and full of errour the] 
btags ate, ſhall be demonſtrated by this 405 
ment. 

Peter de Aliaco over confident in the ſe feigh 
ments, and hugging himſelf in his own conceit 
concerning the concord of Hiſtory and. Aſtrolo !: 
gy. to make good what hath been related, laying 
this foundation,from the beginning of che world 
to Noabs Flood were 2242. yeats; from thy 
Flood to the Birth and Nativicy of our bleſſed 
Saviour 3102. having laid this ground-work, he 
goes about to prove, that whatſoever in this uni 


verſe hath fallen out memorable and worthy: 01 
obſervatioly 


F or, * V, inily 5 § 2 K. 5 
ſetvation, to have happened when ſome notori- 


br * ous Conſtellation appeared in the Heavens: But 
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to confute this, - examine his Computation of 
Time which he makes the Baſis whereon to 
| ground his Argument and aſſertion ; and if upon 2? 
| examination you finde that moſt falle and untrue, 
then needs mult the Doctrine which is under- 
propt with ſo weak a foundation be erroneous & 


fallible. But from the worlds firſt fabricating, 4 
ind Adams Creation, and Noahs Floud, inten- 


| ceded not above 1656. as is manifeſt by Holy 
'$cripture, being fewer years in number then bis 
tomputat ion by coo, and the Conſtellation 
Which they imagine to have been in the origin of 
the wotld. mult needs precede its Cteation 600. 
years ; and the number of years between the 
Flood and the coming of the ©Mefſias did not 
fully compleat 2400. years, and therefore that 
ton junction of ſtats could not appear till 684. 
years after the Floud; The other grand poſition” 
of ſtars they would make you believe had its ex- 
| iſtzoce 942. years after the imme-ſion of the 
Univerſe, arid 17. pears be fore the birth of Abra. 
bam; and yet the ſacred Text tells us, that he was 
born 292. years after the Inundation ; and ſo by 
conſequence that Conſtellation mult exiſt 630, 
years after Abrahams Nativity. They obſerve 
that che ſixth great ConjunRtion was 225. years 
before the Nativi y of our Saviour, bur-molt ab. 
F os 
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ſurd ly, as relying upon the former principles * 
computation, which was erroneous and falſe; I - 
for if we follow the exact Chronology, thatY 7 
great Conjunction ſhould have happened almoſt 5 
500. years after the Qnires of Angelical Spirits Y 
ſang that ſacred Canticle , Glory to God ow high, if 
&e. Toconclude, that this our tearvend Peter . 
was altogether ignorant in Chriſtian Chronogra- A 
phy. by this obſervation it will eaſily appear; he I k. 
affirms that in the year 700. after che birth o W 
our Saviour, (in which he faith the ſeventh great I 0. 
Conſtellation fell out, that that great ſcourge of 2 
Chriſtians, the Arian He reſie (ould breed di- I m 
ſtraction in the holy Church; and yet that He- tt 
reſie, that moſt viperous Herefic which had ic) m 
origin about the 300. Vcare; before the £00, te 
year was fully cruſht and extinguiſh'd : Who is 21 
ſo half ſighted, or putblinde, that will not ſee I pr 
their Predictions relying upon moſt lying and an 
unperfect Chronology, to be moſt vain, falle, d: 
and pernicious ? of 

But to what purpoſe ſpend we our time to || 0 
collect examples of ſuch frivolous Predictions, I br 
every Hiſtory and Age being ſo full of them: | b. 
For my part I conceive that it is hard to finde- 15 
the Predictions of Aſtrologers true concerning u 
future events, (although they happen ſometimes! I r 
caſually, and by accident to be true and veraci- 
ous) by reaſon that there are ſo many of them, 
even 


— 


Cato pleaſzntly ſaich, That he wonders that one 


Southſayer laughs not at another, by reaſon that 
very few of- their preſagings come to paſs; and 


if any did, it ſeems meerly by chance. What Ca- E 


to ſaid of Southſayers, the ſame may we of our 
Aſtrologers; for ſeeing we will not believe a 
known and common liar, though he ſpeak truth; 
why ſhould we give credit to an Aſtrologer, for 
one true Prediction, who tells ſo many whie 

are quite contrary to verity ; and amongſt ſo 
many falſe predictions, it is better to believe one 


that may be ttue, then by reaſon of one which 


may prove fo by chance, give credit to all the 
reſt > Some will ſay Aſtrologers now and then 
gueſs aright, and predict things which the event 
proves to be true, but this ignorantiy; rafhly;. 


and without judgement: He who ſhoots all the 


day long may hit the mark: We may juſtly ſay 
of Aſtrologers, as was formerly ſaid of Apolls's 
Oracles; ſuch as happened true were recorded, 
bur thofe which proved falſe were laid aſide and 
buried in oblivion! men who defended and 


maintained the certainty of thoſe Oracles, di- 
yulged and ſpread abroad the ttue ones, with 
great applauſe and ſpecious Encomiums, but 
the falſe ones they huſht up in ſilence; thoſe 


who contemned them all, neither tegarded falfe' 
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the very things themſelves and events confuted. 


N 
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or true · The cauſes why the Predictions of che 
C baldeans ate reproved, in this enſuing diſcourſe 


i ſhall be manifeſted. 


eAſtronewancy in all ages hath been exploded and 


condemned by prudent and knowing men. 


Type ſeventh Reaſon. 


F this divining Aſtrology were true and cer- 
tain, it would appear without all doubt, to 

bde the moſt noble part of Philoſophy, and wot. 

ſet by, and wiſht for by mankinde firſt by reaſon 

of the worthy and excellency of the ſubject 

which it treats of, to wit, the Heavens and Stars; 


and then eſpecially for the knowledge of the 


events and caſualties of mans life and death, be-? 


ginning and ending, which all forts of people 


are molt curious to know; but ſeeing that that 


Doctrine in all ages hath been contemned and 
rejected by the moſt eminent Philoſophers, and 


many Aſtrologers themſelves, it muſt needs be 4 


convincing argument, that the Art of Divining 
was accounted frivolous, impertinent, and void 


of all probability. 3 enopbon i in his book 4e Secti 


Socrat. as Huſebius relates, lib. 4. of Evangelical 
Preparation, hath theſe words; The cognition 
and knowledge of future things, which are in 
the power of God, cannot be obtained by ne 

ta 


1 7 


or, The J. anity of & tar-ga 


zing. 69 
tal induſtry ; neither is ic pleaſing to che Divine © 
Majeſty, nor poſſiole to fcrew into thoſe ſecrets 
which his heavenly pleaſure will have occult, and 
mortals muſt not dive into. Pithagoras, Dom- 
critus, and Plato after long and weariſame jour- 


neys, came unto the Perfiay Magicans, the Sages 


amongſt the Chaldeang, and Prielts of the Egypti® 
ane; from whom they ſuckr ſome things more 
occult and obſtruſe concerning Mathematical | 
Diſcipline , the Religion and Worſhip of the 
Gods; but the Art of Divining they either alto- 
gether neglected, or if they brought any ſmat- 
tering or fragments thereof, they made no uſe 


of it, as it may appear through the whole context 


of their writings. [I 
Ariſtotle a man cry'd up in all Univerſities ind 
Schools of Literature, a man moſt copious in the 
Docttine of heavenly things, which he expref- 
ſeth in ſevers1 of his books, maketh no mention 
or ſpeaketh the leaſt word concerning this kinde 
of Altrology; when in his books of 'Meteors, 
and concerning the parts and generation of Ani- | 
mals, but eſpecially in his books of Problems, he 
inveſtigates the cauſes of many admirable and 
obſcure things, to uariddle or enode any of 
the curious queries, he troubles not his brain, or 
makes any uie at all of che help and aſſiſtance of 
Aſtrology; nay, there are many parcels in his 
Works which do altogether oppoſe and contra- 
£ F 3 dict 
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dict this Art of Aſtcology ; 25 this for example: 


Of future contingents there is no certain or de- 


; ſimite verity; things which chance and happen, 


by accident, cannot be comprehended by any, 
knowledge to judge of the fottunes and caſu- 


alties of humane affairs, which ate not in mans 
capacity, the immediate, proper, particular, and 


corruptible cauſes of particular and corrupt ible 
effects; to have a perfect and exact knowledge of 
theſe is is not ſufficient to contemplate celeſtiall 
and univerſal cauſes; the Heavens operate no 
otherwiſe upon thoſe things which are ſublunary, 
then by motion and light: neither doth he ap- 
25 the force or efficiency of any other Stars, 


efides the Sun and Moon , quite contray to 
Aſtrological Decretalls, and the Influences of 


Celeſtiall Signs, and corporeall and ſenſible 
effects may be prevented and hindered by other 


cauſes. 

Cicero in his ſecond bodk of Divination high. 
ly commends Eudoæ us, the moſt eminent man 
amongſt the Aſt cologers i in the time of Plato and 
Ariſtotle; as alſo Pinetius the Stoick, Archilaus, 
Caſſandra, and Saleyces Halicar, men applauded 
aud renowned amongſt the Aſtrologers, for that 
they abandon and caſt off the vain Science of. 


Aſtrology. Avicenxa, who next after Galen and 


Hipocrates, bears away the bell amongſt Phyſici- 


Ans, adviſeth to give no credit to Aſtrologers in 
divi- 
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know the Celeſtial Points, nor the nature of in- 
ferior things, which notwithſtanding are exactly 
neceſſaty to give a judgement of future events; 
neither do they ground upon Demonſtration ei- 
ther Probable, Rhetoricall, or Poeticall. Ptrofo- 
ny, whom theſe men profeſs to follow as a grand 
Maſter in their Art, in his firſt book de Judicize, 
tells us: It is not to be imagined that all things 
are upon neceſſity derived from ſupernatuall 
cauſes; that no other power can impede or hin- 
der their operation: And in his Treatiſe which 
is vulgarly called Centiloquium, a book of in hun- 
dred Sentences; the firſt ſentence is this; Alen 
onely inſpired by God can foretell future particu- 
lars: And his fifth ſentence is, ¶ knowing man 
may prevent many effects of the Stars, if he be ver. 


ed in the notion of them, and diſpoſe of himſelf be- 


fore the event fall apon him; from whence comes 
the Proverb, A wiſe man ſball command the flare. 
Porphirius in his book concerning Oracles,” con» 
feſſeth that the exquiſite knowledge of future 
things by gazing upon the ſtars, is not onely in · 
comprehenſible co mortals, but even to the Gods 
themſelves. And again, in the life of Plotinaa, 
he ſaith, That after he had ſpent and conſumed 
much time in the ſtudy of Aſtrology, he diſcovrr- 
ed at laſt; that no faith or ctedit was to be given 
to the judgement and e of Aſtrolo- 
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gers concerning things to come. and therefore aby 
terward, botk by word and writing he confùted 
this vain Art of Divination, as may appear to 
thoſe who will read his book, de Faro & Provi. 
dentià; but eſpecially in chat book where he 
diſputes, whether the ſtars have any power of tit 
influence to produce ſuch effects. > 


| What fort of men delight in theſe eAſtrologicall. Ri 
Preldictions, whom St, Ambroſe compares to 4 fe 
Spiders web, | ES 


Ve this kinde of Aſtrology veridical 
V and infallible, the conveniences an 

commodities ariſing from thence would be held ij 
high eſteem;for by the fore. knowledge of futuſt 
things, what advantage would it be to Monarch 

and Potentates for the well regulating and gov 
verning their Territories and Principalities, and | or 
ſo conſequently the profeſſors and maſters of this I Al 
Art would deferve immortal Laurels, and be ad- | de 
vanced to ſit at the Helm of the belt governed C 
Republicks. But experience ſhews the quite cons || na 
ttaty: For we ſee that by moſt ſtrict and ſeyere | th 
Edicts, by Decrees and Proclamations this uns || an 
neceflary and vain Art hath been exploded, cons | wi 
demned, and exiled by many well deſerving | to 
Princes, How oft was it baniſht Nome, © with | br: 
the Aſtcologers and Chaldeans profeſſors thereof; 
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Aby Tiberius. Vitellins, Diocleſian , Conſtantine, 
d Theodore, P alentirian, but eſpecially by Puſtini- 
a, by all whom the ſtudy, practice, and exerciſe 
i= Jof this Art, was not one ly adjudged vain, falſe, 
ind lying, but alſo obnoxious and ruinous to Ct 
of ties and Societies of men, and in it ſelf peſtilent 
and deteſtable. But to what purpoſe were it to 
conglomerate a cloud of witneſſes, or to uſe 
MA Rhecorical circumlocutions in a caſe ſo mant- 
4Þ feſt? I date be bold to ſay, that in the memory 
of man, nay in all ages ſift them never ſo purely, 
you (hill not name a man, the acumen of whoſe 
wit ſurpaſt vulgar capacities, whoſe doctrine was 
zdmired, whoſe prudence in civil affairs excel» 
led, or who was conſpicuous and eminent, for in- 
tegrity of life and manners, or admirable in any 
noble quality of the intellectual part, but he vi- 3 
lified, derided, and accounted all the Calculati- - © © 
ons of Nativities, and the vain Predictions of 
Aſtrologers, 2s falſe, ridiculous, and to be explo- 
ded from amongſt Chriſtians, and well ordered 
Communities. True, the vulgar who have ordi- 
narily dull and groſs intellects, apt to believe any 
thing which tickles their fancy; men credulous 
and itching to hear novelties, are much taken 
with theſe chymera's, and give confident belief 
to ſuch fopperics, and many ſhallow and giddy 
brain*d fools are taken with this vanity, rather 
for lucre fake then truth. Amongſt _ 
there 
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5 
there is a ſelf. conceited Pack, who like nothiq dt 
be it never ſo profitable and commodious; t i 
is familiarly known to all men; they commonly 
are haunted with the ſpirit of contradiftiony 
and rather then not be contentious and in og 
poſition with the greateſt maſters of wiſdom . 
they beat their brains to be delivered of ſtrang 
Novelties and Incomptehenſibilities; the height 
of the ambition of rheſe Opinionilts is not ſo / 
much to know verity, as to ſeem to the vulgw id 
to know that which the ableſt of Philoſophe 1 
confeſs they could never attain unto. ap 
I will put 2 period to this diſcourſe wich ; 
notable ſaying of St. Ambroſe, in his fourth boe . 
of Hexam c. 4. The wiſdom of the Chaldea 
is rightly compared to the ſpiders web, in which 
if a flye chance to be entrapped, there is no evi 
ſion or enlargement; but if a Creature of vali 
dity and limbs paſs that way, it diſſipateth aus 
beareth away all choſe ſlender machins, and ins 
firm and feeble gins: Such are the nets and racks 
lings of Aſtrologers, in which fools and weak 
judgements are entangled and captived, but men F' 
of ſtrong ſenſe and reaſon paſs by them with» 
out any retention or impediment. Thou there“ 
fore, whoſoever thou att, when thou beholdeſ 
theſe feignments of Aſtrologers, cell them heir Port 
frail gins and ſpiders webs have no power to en- Ig 


ſnare chee, unleſſe like a feeble and filly figeF*0 
, 
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4 rough thy own imbecillity thou ſuff-r thy ſelf 


Jo be entangled therein; whereas aſtrong judge - 


ent, like a Sparrow or ſwift flying Dove, breaks. - 


Ah through, and carcieth all before it. 


pI 4 Aroument againſt three Fundamentals of 
m A ftrelogy udiciary. 
ge 


6 1 cher very weak and infirm, or none at all; 


chen by neceſſary conſequence, ſo is the fabrick 


"a niſed and conſtructed thereupon, and therefore 


+ Joghe not to gain any repute and credit amonęſt 
Alen of reaſon and capacity. There firſt princi- 


ple would make us believe that the Stars have all 


p e ſame proptieties and qualities of the Ele- 
-# nents; they are partly cold, and partly humid 
ad dry; if not formally, at lealt virtually, that 
ls not in act but in effect; if not by having the: 
4 qualities themſelves, yet by having the efffci- 
leut faculties of thoſe qualities: Saturn by their 
ks (pinion is too frigid, the Moon humid, Cars: 
ak lay: But this both reaſon and experience con- 


fates. Reaſon thus; if all the ſtats be lucid and 


55 He baſis and foundation of this Art is ei- 
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lat forth light, they muſt be all bot, and pro- 


luce heat; let us grant their Adage, that the 
oon and the reſt of the Stars ſhine by a light 
V Þorrowed from the Sun; if then the reaſon and 


n Poiigin of the light and brightneſs of all the ſtars: 
ye e one and the ame, how then can the reaſon 
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of acting and operating by them be ſo diſcis 
pant, unlike, and different: Experience gives thi 


D a check, for when it is full Moon, and that Plane 


moſt reſplendent, and repleniſhed with light ant 
luſtre, Ariſtotle and experience tells us, that 

nights are warmer then either before or ale 0 
Out Star- gazers beſides this luminoſity or light; 
have diſcovered in the Heavens and Stars ſtrang 4 of 
power and vertue, differing both from the lige 

and jarring amopg themſelves, yet cauſes fo 
ſtrange and wonderous effects; and theſe to the”: 


great credit of the buſineſs they ſtile Infla f ö 
an invention ſo modern and modiib, that tl 


Ancient and learned Philoſophers were never : * 
quainted with any ſuch nomenclation; nay, eli - [4 
Aſtrologers as much as may be gathered out! j 
their writings, in ancient time were altogett 
unacquainted with theſe niceties: But this Nos „ . 
ſler· influences begotten by Fortune · tellers of 
later brood, nutſt by their Abettors, and defend fo 
ed by their followers, have at all times been hiſt nd 
out of the Schools and Academies of Learning | ky 
as ſpurious and abortive ; and one amongſt th 
more accurate ſort of Philoſophers calls chem) 
the Sanctuary and refuge of ignorance, and fools 
Paradice. And to theſe prodigious Influences 
the baffled Aftrologer betaxes himſelf as to 1 th 
laſt lurking hole, being an Ambuſcado to ei 
trap Simpletons, and caſt a miſt before their . . 


*. 


\ te : N . . 3 R 4. NY 

I * $ a 2 1 4 * 

, - wel 7 . 4 Y 2 4 

I or. anity of Star-gaving. 
3 — a + 


{ho are not grounded in the true principles of 
ge Ihiloſophy ; and this they do when, and as oft 
a they cannot ſhew the proper and natural cau- 


A 


E 


es of the wonderous effects of thoſe things calf/d 
$ofluences ; which if they be admitted, farewell 
ell Philoſophy,herglory is eclipſt, authority anihi- 
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i kted, and her high eſteem quite aboliſhed. What 


i Joced great Wits and eminent Philoſophers pu- 


ile and trouble themſelves to finde out and diſ- 
cover the occult 2nd hidden cauſes of things, it 
* ina trice, and as it were twinkling of an eye, by 
Ineans of the Omnipotenr Influences, the ob- 
use and hidden ſecrets of nature may fo eafily 
e sttained unto; ask by what undiſcovered 
Slower the Load- ſtone attracts Iron, ou ſhall not 
by long for an anſwer, for you ſhall quickly 
be ear an Oracle tell you, that its proper Celeſtiall 
oe lafluence hath invelted it with that vertue; from 
Fanbence hach the little Fiſh call'd Remore ſuch 
angular power, as for to retard and ſtop a ſſiip 
hide ſail in her full career and height of ſpeed + 
ing Oh the proper Celeſtial influence of that poor 
os ind ſilly fiſn hath given it that power. What 
em needs more to be ſaid, no probleme, nothing ſo 
A leſerv'd by nature from mans knowledge; no- 
{ing ſo full of the difficulty which Philoſophers 
* have laboured to diſcover, but theſe ignorant 
edants, and vagabond Gipſies will quickly te- 

olve and enode, by telling you of the Celeſtiall 
I hafluenccs. But 
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But to come a little cloſer to theſe redn 1 0 
if Saturn, becauſe be is lucid, by his light — | 
ceth heat, how-can the ſ:me by his Influence pi eu 
duce cold; is it not abſurd that in the ſame (taper! 
there ſhould be two contrary faculties , the oe 
of producing heat, che other cold; not onelyd thin 
vers, but oppoſite and contrary? We ſee ther 
nature hath ſo provided that in all thin ge, wh elt on e 
there are two diffetencies and proptieties, MPa 
Philoſophers ſay) the one general, which is come 
mon to one thing with many others: The och 
ſpecial, which is pro per to a thing, (as in man ler 
be knowing and rational) ſo that the me all 2 
and proper difference and propriety is more lr 
ble and perfect then the general, as being thin 
which doth contract and determine it, giving it 1 
reaſon and degtee of ne perfection; as in 4 t 
example of man, it is more noble to be rational, ace 
then to be knowing: but this happens quit 18 
contrary in this ſtrange Doctrine of the Altro Les: 
logers; for they teach (for inſtance ſake) that is ts 
Saturs there are two proprieties or faculties of ten 
operating . the one general and common to him thin 
with the reſt of the ſtars, which is a-power of feeve 
Illuminating, and by that Illumination to pros 4 
duce heat; another ſpecial and proper to Satum lepe 
in reſpect of which he differs from other ſtartes; ln, 
which is a faculty of producing cold, or a cen be 
rain vertne of ſome other Influence: but it | (nd 
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Moſt evident, that the Celeſtial Light is far more 
Poble then any other Celeſtial Quality; and the 


culty of producing heat far cxcells that of Pro- 
I ncing cold: furthermore in every thing there 

Ine two faculties or proprieties naturall to thar 
aing; the one univerſal, the other particular, in 
themſelves contrary; as in Saturn the ptoducti- 
on of heat by light, cold by influence: But rea- 
en and nature it ſelf ſaich this cannot be done: 
kor as in a multiform body, which the Greeks 
dall Hcrrogenea), according to the ſeverall parts 
ere may be ſeveral qualities and faculties, as it 
happens in the body of man in the head and 
Peart; but it cannot happen in the ſtar of Saturn, 
ling for as much as concerns its parts of che 
me form and nature; the one part thereof is 
ot beautified with light, the other with influ- 
ace; but 2s the whole is repleniſbed with light, 
o alſo ſhould it be with influence. It is need- 
fic to make any other diſpute againſt Aſtroſo- 
ig Jeers concerning Influences, for this one argu- 
nent is ſufficient to take away the influence of all 
m {tings which are produced in nature, ſeem they 
of ever ſo fingular and wonderful, The true, pro- 
as: per, and natural cauſes of all things have their 
1 lependency from two Celeſtial Principles, Mo- 
* tov, and Light; which is molt manife ſt by daily 
es experience, and all things melt probably to be 
i noduced from them. Aſtrologers imagine and 
it | . dream, 
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dream, that the figures and poſition of the tay 
with the ſignus in the Zodiack, reſembling the! 
militude of men or animals, to have a en 
power and vert ue in each mans nativity; when 
themſelves, and their own nature, they ate no (ut 
thing, but have one ly their exiſtence and bein 


in the Aſtrologets noddle, which repreſents ſuchf 


and ſuch; for they may as well reſemble them j 
Creatures, Houſes, Caſtles, Towers, Tables, 
che like ; and therefore it is ridiculous to think 
that in ſuch like figures there is any 0 
of conſequence to divine or fotetell futiß 


1 1 


events. Fe 
; 45 55 

Whether the Birth-ſtars of any man t an be uh 1 
tertaih cauſes of things which ſhall befall bim 


He ſecond Fundemental of atone 

that the birth-ftars of every man are tobe 
obſerved; for that from them all caſualties and 
events of his life may be foreſeen and prognd- 
ſticated; but who ſees not this principle to be 
weak and infirm? For why do not Altcologer 
rather obſerve the time and condition of the 
ſtars, when man is conceived in the womb, forme 


ed and animated; for then by all probability 
there are more things confi derable, and of mo- 
ment to predict good or bad fortune, by tes 


ſon that then man hath his firſt exiſtence, ant] f. 


then] 
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then is the ficlt celeſtiall force and power recei- 
ved and imprinted in him; and throughout the 
whole nine moneths that his mother goeth with 
him incloſed in her womb, all this while he is 
ſubject to the power and action of the Heavens, 
And why do not Aſtrologers conſider other De- 
fluxions and Conſtellations which axe contin- 
gent to man after his Nativity , in regard that 
they are far more prevalent and powerful, and 
more conſpicuous in their effects then thoſe 
- which happened at his birth; for the effect and 
e defluxion of the ſtars which happened at the 
birth is often changed and varied, the tempera- 
ture of mans body being variated; or by reaſon == 
of ſome power of Conſtellations, by education, 2: 
a ſeveral habit and cuſtom of living; or by re- 
ſon of ſome certain lawes, to the compliance 
whereunto, man is forced to regulate and ſquare 
his life, manners, ſtudies, and all other his acti - 
ons: and above all, peradventure there is no- 
no: thing of that firſt matter, which School- men eall 
be Materia prima, left in old and declining age, 
en which was at the firſt entrance into this univerſe: 
This is the opinion of many and great learned 
m- Philoſophers. Neither doth St. Tho. Aquinas, 
lity that illuſtrious School- man, ſeem to deny it, in 
0. Part. Queſt. ult. Art. 1. which being granted, 
the force of that firſt defluxion and celeſtiaſ ef. 
ect, which was ſtamped and imprinced ti man 
at 
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t his firſt beiog, mult at laſt of neceſſity totally'$- 

veuaniſh and fade away; unleſs you will have it, that ; 
the ſame celeſtial vertue and power can paſs from 
one ſubject to another, as it were flitting from 
bouſe to honſe, by changing irs habitation ; or a 
leaſt be ſo, kinde, that when it perceives its own” 
decay and feebleneſs, it will provide ſome neighs 


bouring vertue of like condition and quality, t 5 


> 


ſupply its place, and officiate in its room. MY 
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Whether the Conception or Nativity of man 3 
more confiderable to foretell Fortunes. 7. 
Tolomy the grand maſter of this Art affirms} | m 
1 chat there is as much, if not more mattes 
of weight and moment to be conſidered in 
the conception of man, as in his Nativity; 
theſe are his words ; when the temporal begin, 
ning of man i, ſet down according io nature, of 
as Schellars ſay, per le, or by its ſelf , that will he 
the beginning, when the ſperma, or ſeed, is ejectel 
and ejaculated into the genital and apt place of con- 
ception ; but in potency or accidentally when- the in- 
fant falleth from his mothers. womb, may be called: 
hu beginning alſo ; he therefore that either by chance 
or obſervation obtains the knowledge, when the fit 
matter is aptly and auly received and incloſed in-the 
veſſel of conception, ought by all means to follow 
that exact time, to di cover the propricties of ibe 
minde 


+1] 
=; 
5 
2 * 
1 
* 


2 
5 


I | 


* 
88 


5 & 6; "2 — . : 
f 3 e 9 8 
L * a. 3 e 
5, ? 3 
8 „ 5 72 9 = 
. 8 3 2 * 3 
1 9 SE SSD 
:, \ , A 
2 | . 


* F ak * 88 „ , b & 6 _ g * = * 8 7 R * * ; 8 
—_— rl Oe oh Ro. 1 
or, The Vanity of Star-gazing.. 83 


„ide and body ef the then conceived Embrion, 6 
['Y obſerving the configurations & conſtellations at that 
very iuſt ant, &c. By which words he manifeſtly 
2 demonſtrates, that the moſt efficacious, natural; 
and even the firſt beginning of man is when the 
ſeed is firſt received in the time of conception; 
upon which confiteration the Aſtrologer oaght 
principally to inſiſt and reflect upon that mo⸗ 
ment, and the then Conſtellation, to divine and 
fore tell the furure events, contingents, and af · 
fections, as well belonging to the body as the 
minde: But to give a ſalve to this ſore, ſeeing it 
is almoſt impoſſible to- know exactly the mo- 
| | ment before mentioned, either of conception, or 
FF the other, Pcolomsy, left their Art may ſeem to be 
Fy eclipſed, who onely prognoſticate from the na- 
7 | tivity of man, addes theſe words: But he that 
kannot atttain to the knowledge of the ſeminal be- 
ginning, muſt of neceſſity content himſelf and make 
nſe of, and follow the time of the Nativity, to predict 
future events aud fortunes. n BOM 
Haly that ſo much admired and followed 
Aſtrologer; in his book which he writeoncerning 
Elections candidly confeſſeth, that the efficxcy 
and cxaceſs of forestelling the fate and for- 
tine of any man hath its greateſt dependance 
won the hour of conception: Bat becauſe 
I Aſtrologers cannot arrive at this height of 
nowledge, they are forced to flye for refuge 
i | G 2 t 


* oh ihe. 
on 


424 The 4 ee b 475 


to the hour of the nativity; and when this lde 
of profeſſors are put toꝰt, and preſt with the ar⸗ fo 
gument of Twins, all that they have to ſay for . 
the mſelves, and fave their credit is, that the diver- of 
fity of cont ingents and events in Twins, haps by 
pens by the diverſity in Conception , and not in Fj, 
the Nativity, = 


The vanity of frac in applying their An 2 
not onely to Men, but alſo to walled Towns * 45 
Cities. I, 


Bee, courteous Reader, how great an 
ſhameleſs is the audacity and impudence of 
thoſe fellows, who will not one ly divine the for. 
tunes of Mortals, but Cities and Caſtles alſo; I 
and tell you, that if you obſerve the Conſtella- 
tion when any City or the like hath its founda- | jy 
tion laid, or is ete cted, you ſhall (if you will be⸗ 
lieve them calculate and divine the caſualties, 
deſtinies, and events which hereafter ſhall befall 
and happen unto that place. Plutarch tells us 
in the life of Romulus, that Tarutius a certain 
Mathematician at the entreaty of Varro, made If 
uch a Calculation concerning the City of Rome. igt 
This ſtory Cicero in the ſecond book of his Divi of 
nation renders in theſe words: A certain man || nc 
called L. Tarutius Firmanus, a familiar friend of 
mine, cxquiſutely ſu nit and in ſtructed in the * 
x an 
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and Diſcipline of the Chalacans, dived into the 
IF foundation, or as 1 may call it birth time if out 

city, from theſe (onfigurations and Conflellations 
. of the Stars, under which he conceived it founded | 
/ Romulus; and finding it incohated in the wane of 
in the Moon, made no ſcruple to prognoſticate the fate 
I ad deſtiny thereof. O ſtrange madneſs, and power- 
fol force of errour and blindenſs'! can poſſibly the 
"t | foundation of Cities have any relation and depen= 
v4 | dency upon the force and power of the Moon and 
Stars? Suppoſe it poſſible to foretell events by 

Conftellation of the Stars at the birth of a childe, 
vill you thence infer, that it is eaſie and piſſible to de- 
f. clare and predict what will become of ſtone, brick, 
„and mortar, with other materials, with which a City 
b conſftrufted and built. Thus Cicero. 


1 ; 5 . ' 
i= | Why Aſtrological Obſervation-may not be as" pre- 

| valentin Herbs and Animals, as in mankinde. 

$, T3 i} 


l RIS gladly learn of thoſe all-divining 
Maſters, whether or no their Art have as 

a much power over herbs and animals, as over man: 

© | If they anſwer negatively, they betray their own 
*. | ignorance, the weakneſs, folly, and fallaciouſneſs 

of their Art and Profe ſſion: For why ſhould it 
not be as prevalent in ſuch things as in men 
nay, far more. for herbs and plants by a naturall 
teceſſicy - have greater dependance upon the 
G 3 power 


* ba, 
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power and efficience of the celeſtial bodies; and 
ſeeing that fewer (and thoſe not ſo various- nd | 
differing) Contingents happen to plants chen 
men, by conſequence it muſt be far more eaſie ti to 
predict their future events, then thoſe of man- 
kinde: If they grant, that the ſtars have equi- 
volent dominion over plants, and mortals; I 26K H 
them calmly, and in a friendly way, if they obs M 
ſerve the poſition of the Heavens, and conſtetla« 4. 
tion in that very moment and ſeaſon, when th 
plums, cherries, or pears are grafted or inoculss E 
ted ;or in feed-time, when wheat or other grain in 
is caſt into the gronnd, and out of that prog? 
noſtick obſervation they can foreſhew what en« Þ lo 
creaſe and multiplication all theſe trees and 
grain will produce; how many cherries on every} fe 
tree, how many ears of wheat in every acre of | ti 
couer, and how many wheat corns in every eat; te 
if they grant me, that their skill cannot arrive at || tt 
ſuch a height or perfection, let them leave their || tk 
babling to perſwade me that they can foretell the f ti 
future events of mortals. 1 


0 oncerning the Antiquity of eAſtrolog) among el 
the E gyptians and C haldeans, 


He third baſis and foundation of Aſtrolo- CC 
gers is. that their Art is backt and bolſtered, 
vp with mot certain experimentals, of I know 
p ME ;* > "on 
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d not how many, even almoſt innumerable ages; 


nd and that the quinteſſence and marrow of that 
en divine Art had its origin from the Chaldeazs, 
to and the Inhabitants of Babylon and Egypt, the + 
n. | very firſt and ancient poſſeſſors of this Univerſez 
ui= } and Ariſtotle himſelf in his book concerning the © 
sk Heavens, and in another, wherein he treats of 
be Meteors, affirms, hat the Eg yptiaus are the moſs 
a- ancient Planters in the terreſirial Globe; and in 
en} the beginning of his Metaphyſicks he ſaich, The 
a | Egyptians the moſt ancient among ſt mortals. firſt 
in invented and digeſted the Mathematicall Ar 
and Science, And the former and ancient Aſtro- 
n- | logers were wont to boalt, that the Chaldeans 
d ſucceſſively employed their time and endeavours _. 
ry | for the ſpace of 470. thouſand years, in calculi» _ 
Ir | ting the Nativitics, and carefully kceping ane 
+ | reſerving the experimentals and obſervations of 
t | the children in that ſo long a time born: Bur 
c | this is ſo manifeſt an uncrucy, a. lye ſo palpable, 
e | chat it may almoſt be felt, and therefore not 
Worth mentioning or confatation ; for ſince 
the very fitſt Creation of the world there have 
elapſed not much more then 6000; years, and 
from the fuſt originall of that Nation of the 
the Chaldeans, viz. from the confuſion of 
- | tongnes at the ſubverſion of Babels Tower, not 
more then 4000. years. Picus Mirand. in the 
ſecond Chapter of his ſecond Book againſt 


G 4 


Altro- 


'-  narch amongſt the Fgyptians. and Babylonians 
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Aſtrologers, brings Hypparchus and Ptolomy;} ], 
grand maſters in this Myſtery, to confute this 
imaginary and Chimerical Antiquity of Aſtros 
logy; for theſe very Grandees when they la- Th 
bour any concluſion or dogmaticall precept, 
from the long and prolix obſervations of theit 
Predeceſſors, they can afcend no higher then 
the Reign of Nebauchadnezzar: that potent Mo- 
and ſince the firſt inauguration of that Prince 0 
and beginning of his Empire to this preſent yea . 
of our bleſſed Sayiours Incarnation, (faith mine 
Author when he writ this Treatiſe). 1588. the e di 
cannot be computed above 2232. years. And m: 
St. Auguſtine, that grave and learned Doctor, ig f inf 
chap. 4. book 18. of the City of God, checks and 
ſcoffs at this fantaſtick vanity, ſaying ; Fooli/oly 
do theſe men babble and prate, who go about to mal 
the world believe, that it is above an hundred thous 
ſand years ſince firſt the Egyptians found out the 
power and influences of the Stars, from whom J 
pray did they extract ſuch collections, it being not 
above 2000. years, ſince firſt of all that Nation | th 
learnt the art of Letters from their firſt Miſtri Iſis? ¶ ne 
Thu Varro, who i no mean Author, delivers un. pi 
tow. And thus we conclude the eight reaſons, | p| 
by which it is demonſtrated this kinde of Aſtro- 
logy or Divination to be oppoſite and contrary 
to the true and ſolid grounds of Philoſophy. 
| CHAP, 
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Ihe Stars are ſo far from being the 


tt Cauſes, that they are not as much us 


- 


-— a 
nl Signs of future things. 

+41 CT Aint Auguſtine in his fifth book of the Ci- 

e, ty of God ſaith, That there were ſome © 

ar men, and thoſe of eſteem for their learn- 4 


ing and knowledge, who although they. 
EI did not allow the ſtars to be the cauſes of hu- 


EI mane affairs, yet granted them to be certain and 
infallible figns thereof, | 
Whether or no if the Stars be not-canſes, they may 


be certain figns of future events. 


be O in his Treatiſe upon Geneſss (as Cuſe- 
| bius tells us in his ſixth book of Evangeli- 

ot | cal Preparation) explaining theſe words, And 
m | they, ſpall be for ſigns, in the fiſt Chapter of Ge- 
2 | eſs, (which words beget the argument of this 
u. | preſent diſcourſe) delivers unto us, that God 
% | placed the ſtars in the. farmament, that by their 
„ | ſeveral aſpects and conjunctions they might pre- 
hgnifie unto us u hat things in future times, wbe- 
ther univerſal or particular, (hall happen, but not 
| | =. 
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be the cauſes thereof; and therefore he com 
pares the Heavens unto 2 book, in which the 
great Ged as with a pencil hath delineated ar i 
drawn forth all the contingents which (halt haps 
pen in future ages, ſo long as this fading world 7 
ſhall laſt, and to ſtrengthen this aſſertion, he ci th: 
reth a certain book, entituled, Poſephs Narration lik 
formerly highly eſteemed , where the PatriarchJno 
Jaceb is brought upon the tape, thus ſpeaking ch iq 
his ſons: I have read inthe tables of heaven what 
forever ſhall befall to jon and your ſons. Plotinu I. 
a Coetanean and School. fellow of Origen, was ge 
of the ſame opinion, and aſſerts it in a Boo + 
which he entitles, Vbether or no the Stars have a 
power; and in another book concerning Fate i 
the ſi xth chapter he ſaith, that this is the uſe a 4 i 
benefit of che ſtars, that whoſoever beholds then 
and contemplates as books and letters, and ph 
skilful in this kind of literature, hallknow future | of 
things from thoſe figures, if with a kind of anolo- in. 
gicill compariſon he diligently ſearch out theit | nic 
myſteries and ſignification: and Porphirius affirms; I tur 
that being fully bent to kill and make away him | eit 
ſelf, he was diverted from that wicked reſoluti- | or 
on, by the means of Plotinus, who fore-ſaw the | gy 
danger by the vertue of the ſtars. ble 
This opinion Julius Severus in his ninth book“ 
of Fate will not have to be exploded or con- 
demned; and that he may make it appear pa 


0 


# 


the 
nd 


out of holy Writ to trim and deck it up withall; 
for, ſaith he to grace the matter, Iſaiab chap. 34. 


$bable and plauſible , he bringeth ſome ſentences 
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p Inot obſcurely tells us, And the beavens' ſpall be 


rid vided together like a book: by which it is meant, 
Ichat aftet the day of judgement, the heavens. 
on, like a book (ball be claſpt, and faſt ſhut up, which 


r<Inow are laid open, and expoſed for us to read 


4 kJ poſe, that of Pſalm 21. The Heavens ſhall de- 


* bew forth the glory of God; and in the firſt book 


Ly confeſſe thy marvellous works, O Lord. Neither, 


Twill in man, no more then formerly did the Pro- 


it | nionates, that this power and skill to predict fu- 
I, | ture things by vertue of the ſtars is given to man 
n= either by the ſingular favour of Almighty God, 


tis | or through the excellent knowledge in Aſtrolo- 


ne gy ; for the obtaining whereof we uſe all poſſi- 
die diligence and acurate ſtud y. 
& And ulius Se vers perſwades himſelf, that St. 


n- Auguſtine was not much averſe or olienared 
from this opinion , by reaſon that in his ſecond 


lind meditate; and to the ſame effect and put- 


dare his juſtice; and in re 18. The Heaven. 


quoth Origin, doth this opinion cake away free- - 


pheſies of the ancient Prophets, or the preſcience 
of all future things, which is in Almighty God, | 
ind reſteth in his divine boſome. Plotinus opi- 


„ of Gene ſi - ſpeaking of Fo ſtars, And they ſhall be A 
Wi for figns; and in Pſalm 88. The — bt 
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book againſt the Manic heant, cap. 21. ſpeaking o D 
man, who whilſt he is inveſted with motta ſſity 7. 
hath theſe words: Neither isit to be thought, that] ba 
in the Celeſtial Bodies our thoughts are ſo conceals I v 
ed, as in theſe our bodies; but as certain motions . 
the minde appear in the countenance, eſpecially in thi; 
eyes, ſo in the perſpicuity and pureneſs of the Celeſtial} 
Bodies, our motions of the minde cannot be conceals m. 


=, 


ed. imagine. 4 
ä 1 
Whether according to St. Auguſtine the Start abe 

Sipns of all humane affairs. 1 Þ 
| be 


FE any man peruſe attentively this place of St, 
Angnſtine,by theſe words Celeſtial Bodies, he 
ſhall finde him not to anderſtand the Celeſtial 
Orbes, but the bodies of the bleſſed, who aftet I br 
the Reſurrection ſhall be inveſted with ce leſtiall I he 
glory and immortality; making a grand diſtincti- | bo 
on betwixt men encaged in this fragile and pe- n 
riſhing body. and the beautified, who enjoy the 
fruition of Almighty God, and live a life Ange- 
lical: and whereas here on earth we can palliate 
and cloak our thoughts and cunning diſſemblings, 1 
and thereby. make our neighbours believe that 
which we never intend ; in Heaven all thoughts lo 
are mutually diſcovered, all gloſſing couzening, | 
and diflembling utrerly laid aſide and caſt off, 
And that this is the meaning of that great e 
Doctor, 


n 
222 Eo * 


7: | or, . The — of Sr rotbhe.” 93 
þ poco theſe his enſuing words demonſtrate: 


47 beſe therefore deſerve that bleſſed habitation , and 
1 change into Angelical forms and brightneſs ; 


bo when they had power in this mortal pilgrimage, 
Inder hcmely habits to palliate leaſings and un- 


trut lis deteſted it, and onely with a moſt flagrant and 


| ardent zeal of truth and verity ſhanned whatſorver 


might [candalize the bearer , abhorring upon ba. 
account ſoever to tell a lye; for the time will come, | 
when nothing will be hid, and whatſoever is bid ſball  . © 
be made manifeſt. So that we ſee St. e Auguſtine _ 
ſpeaketh clearly and perſpicuouſly of pibritied 3 
bodies, and not of Celeſtial Orbes , Heavens, or 
Stars; ſo that Iam in admiration , that 

Severus ſhould ſo inconf iderately and raſhly read 
over this place, and through miſunderſtanding 
brand ſo eminent a man with an opinion, which 
he is ſo far from maintaining, that in che fifth 
book of the City of OT] he urterly oppoſerh 


[and confuteth. 


Of the r and variety of Sint. 


1 the ſtars are ſigns of future events, I con- 
ceive not onely conttadictoty to ſolid Phi- 
loſophy, but alſo oppoſite and repugnant to ho- 
ly Scripture ; and although the reaſuns which I 
have alledged in the premiſes be ſufficient to 


| convince this infirm doctrine , yet in this place T 


will 


9 
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will produce other forcible arguments to corre ol lo, 
borate what formerly I bave maintained : Fir 
therefore whatſoever᷑ is a natural ſigu of anothe Tt all; 
thing, that upon neceſſity muſt be either its cauſe Ihe ' 
or effect, or both, and proceed from the ſuperiafthe 
and. common cauſe ; for beſides theſe, wha * ke 
fourth member can be imagined, to have the ſign yen 
upon neceſſity joyned with the cauſe by it (ignis e 
fied, this is no way diſtinct from the third Mes as 
ber, for ſuch a. connexion and conjunction ca by lic 
no other wayes havea being, then that the c 6 Irre 
ſhould produce that out of it ſelf, which is thei 
Sign; and then that which is the thing f fi gnifiedy 
25the ſame thing which moves the cauſe to ati „ nut 
on and excites it, muſt alſo applicate and p Ino 
that which is pref: 1gnified ; but each of theſe mull Feſt 
neceſſarily be referred-ro the common cauſe, | 1 
from whence this argument may be framed : I filſo 
the Heavens and Stars be ſigns of all ſublunary Jon « 
things, they ate either their cauſes ( which this mn 
opinion allows not) or the effects, which no man cal | 
in his wits will grant, or preſume to effiem ; ot ö 
elſe (which is all that can be ſaid) as well celeſti. Ifay 
al as ſublunary things proceed from the common 
cauſe ; as the Rain-bow is ſign of fair weather; r 
not that it is the cauſe or effet thereof, but one ſen: 
and the ſame is the common cauſe of both; ; up- ſin! 
on neceſſity the common cauſe of celeſtia}] aud Ina 
tublunary bodies muſt either be corpore al or ins Juke 
corpo- 
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— I do not think they will ſay it is 


cal, for above the Heavens there is no body at 
al, therefore they muſt grant, that all things muſt 
eJbe referred to an incorporeal cauſe; that is, ei- 
deer to God himſelf or Angels, who moves the 
A Heavens : : ſo that whilſt Angels move the Hea- 
Lens, in the very ſtate, habit, poſition, and con- 
Jormation of thoſe Heavens, as it were by cer 
tain nods and becks of theirs like notes and ſigus 


? , (ſcribed therein, they ſhould point out and 


e 


um, the events and contingents of humane 
liffairs; but this in many reſpects is not credible, 


lor whoſoever grounds upon. this foundation, 
4 nuſt needs grant and ſay, that Angels induce | 
y Snortals unto all, and whatſoever, even the great 


t eſt and moſt horrid fins and villanies. 


In this point Philoſophy doth inform us, and 


1 ut Theology doth the like, that there. ĩs no acdi- 


y [on of Angels; (as they call it) tranſeant, which 


immediately proceeds from them, other then lo- 
al mot ion; and that the Angels who do circum- 
ſolve and wheel about the Celeſtial Orbes, theſe 
Ifay, thoſe great maſters averre to have no other 
operation concerning humane affairs, then what 


proceeds from motion and the light of the Hea- 
Jens: For thoſe I know not what influences di- 


tink from light, I have formerly ſufficiently 


Inade null; and there is no man ſo brain. ſick, 


who will affirm, if he will ſpeak things probable 
and 


that 
1 
Re” . 
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| 1 
and likely, that motion and the light of heave 
can infallibly, clearly,” and diſtinctly premond. 
ſtrate all future effects of ſublunary things; ang 
again, when two effects of the ſame cauſe necei 
ſatily ſhew one the other, as they muſt proceed: ö 
from the ſame cauſe , ſo muſt they alſo proceed 
after one and the fame manner, otherwiſe it ca 
not be that they ſhould indicate one another 
Such things as are brought to paſs by God and C 
bis Angels in Celeſtial bodies muſt have their bey rn 
' ings neceſlarily and invariably; whereas thole lik 
which are beneath the Moon, have their contig” 
Sency very mutably, and I may ſay defectively. bu 
In like manner other arguments may be fig 
med; if the ſtars who are confined to a ſer a 
certain number, and of a like condition, can A 
ſigns of future things, which are almoſt infinite} © 
both in number and variety, and in themſelves 
diſcrepant and differing : How can the ſame poli [ 
ture and conformity of ſtars, under which Twins] 
and many others are born in in the ſame momete] PC 
of time, be a certain ſign properly and diſtinQly: 
to preſignifie ſo many ſeveral and diſtin dif. W 
politions, caſualties, and events, as we daily dif 
cover in them ? therefore if we grant the ſtars to 
be ſigns of futute things, we mult alſo affirm them 
co be their cauſes; and if we deny them to be 
Cauſes, we mult alſo deny them to be Signs, 


* 
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of. Whether Comets or Blazing Stars be ſigns of _- 
1 | humane affairs. 1 


AH Hou wilt perhaps avouch that Comets which 
al are generated in the high and. ſublime air, 
Ire ſigns which predict ſtrange and wonderfull 
I eyentsto enſue, and of thoſe Contingents the 
Comets are neither the cauſes nor effects; and 
i therefore probable. it is, that the ſtars are in the 
like condition in reſpect of ſublunary affairs: for 
my part I ſhall never grant Comets to be ſigns of, 
humane chances and events, though this is as much 
believed amongſt the vulgar, as exploded by wiſe 
men: Should I walk hand in hand with the yuls 
ear in this errour , and ſay that the Stars produ- 
ced the Comets as Poaſts or Curriours to go be- 
fore them to foretell future events; if I ſhould, 
6.4 1 ſay, grant this, yet concerning the ſtars another 
account is to be given, for that rhey have no cors 
poreal cauſe ſuperiour unto them, 


Whether thoſe men who make the Stars ſigns of fa 
ture things, do thereby upon neceſſity eſtabliſh that 
to thing call d Fate. 


be V E will make no great buſineſs of this, the 
Authors of this opinion although un- 
Iwillingly engage themſelves in à neceſſity of 
| Fate 


Fate, far more then thoſe who will have the tz ; 


tobe the cauſes of ſublunary effects; for grant that] 
the ſtars ſhould be the cauſes of all things which} 


are produced beneath the moon, yet for all this! 
there is no neceſſity of bugg-bear fate; for what 
is to be done and effected upon earth by the in. 


fluences and de fluxions of the ſtars that may be 


impeded and croſt by contrary affections of the 
matter, or by the intervening of particular cau- 
ſes as obſtructions thereunto: But if ſtars be na» 
turally the ſigns of future Contingents, then ups: 
on neceſſity whatſoever they ſignifie muſt come: 


to paſs, otherwiſe they are ſigns fallacious and 


deceitfull: and feeing that our great God hath 
ordained and inſtituted them to fignifie and give 
notice of things, and hath engraven them in het» 
ven as in ſome voluminous Tome, to point out 
and be as it were Indexes of things to come to 
paſs; if the event of theſe things which they 
ſignifie (honld not prove anſwerable , you mult 
either make God their author ignorant, or a great 
impoſtor and deceiver: If you ſay the ſtarres 
preſignific what is to be done in ſome. particular 
cauſes, and onely in ſome and not in all, this is 
extreamly improbable and fable like; for why 


ſhou!d the ſtars foretell the future chances and | 


effects of ſome particular effects, rather then of 
othets, and not rather of all alike, the reaſon be- 
ing indifferent and like in all; or elſe you muſt 
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als the ſtars are the fature ei ts 0f all pat* + 
— cauſes; If this be ſo, ir mult needs follow 


chat there will be no cauſes left remaining to im- 


pede, obſtruct, or hinder whatſoever is by the 
ſtats predicted, and it will neceſſarily come to 
pals, that what ſoe ver is ſablunacy muſt be tied to 


ders of this opinion will not allow of, or ſhould 
they, it were moſt wicked and impious. 95 
As concerning that Text of 1/aiah 54 The 


Heavens like a buk ſhall be folded up; which a- 


monglt all the places of Scripture formerly ſet 


down ſeems to have the moſt of difficulty in 


it, 1 finde it diverſlly, and by divers and ſeverall 2 
Expolitors gloſſed and interpreted; yet no ex“ 


poſit ion, if it be of an approved Authour, or at A 


leaſt probable, which makes for, or fides wien 
that opinion. 7«ſtinus Martyr anſwering to the 
forty ninth incercogatory of the Orthodoxes, 2; 
wherein the Querie was, how that place of Jſaias 
was to be underſtood, when he ſaich; Thar the 
Heavens like a book ſhall be folded up: [aith, as the 
divine word ſometimes by 4 ſimilitude compares hea- 
ven to a thin extcnaed, ſaying, who cætendi the hea- 
ven like a skin ; other times to ſmoak, ot her times to 
a chamber: and. ſo on the contrary, [peaking of th? 
diſſolution of the heavens, it is compared to a buok and 
other things, and by David ; in hug P{alms to 4 gar- 
ment waxing old, St. Hierom upon the ame 
2 Words 


4 
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words ſaith; we mult obſerve that he ſaith not] 'by 
the heavens to 3 periſh, but to be wrapped up like of 
a2 book, that after all (ins were dete and 5 
made manifeſt and read, they ſpould no more be f g, 
opened, never more to have the ſins of men writ⸗ 
ren in them. In the Scripture the Heavens are , 
ſaid ro ſne the juſtice of God? to reveal his an- 
ger, to prove and give teſtimony of mans wick 
edneſs. 55 Ts 
St. Thomas and Nicholas de Lyra expound theſe” | 
words after another manner; the Heavens, ac- P 


cerding to them, like a book (hall be (hut up, that * 
is, henceforth Ethnicks ſhall make no uſe of * 
their Aſtronomancy, nor dare to fotetell the fu- 
ture events of mankinde, as if they were able to f. 


read from the ſtars future fortunes and contin} 4 
gents Others interpret theſe words thus, there 
{hall be no further entrance into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, from henceforth the gates thereof (hall 
be ſhut up: Others expound theſe words in this | 5 
ſenſe; the help, uſe, and miniſtery of the Hea- 
vens and Stars, which is beſtowed upon man- 
kinde before the day of judgement, after (hall 
ceaſe, and have no more being; for although the ff. 
Heavens ſhall nor utterly periſh and be anihila- 


ted, yet thoſe good offices and favours which - 
now they perform on the behalf of mortals and | , 
their ſakes, (hall after that day of dread and ter- | , 
rour ceaſe, and ſhall have along vacation, which | 


by 


ſhut it up, and lay, it afide. 


Another interpretation of this plae is not to 


be rejected; ſome ate of opinion, that in that 
terrible day by this ſimilitude is meant the high 


indignatiou wrath and juſt anger of the ſupteam 


| Judge againſt thoſe Nations of whom the Pro 
phet ſpeaketh : ſuch a hurly-burly, confuſion and 
conſternation; ſuch horrour, fear, and trembling 
| amongſt the reprobate; ſuch remorſe, grief, and 


anguiſh: of minde, that through the very vehe- 
mency thereof, the vety celeſtial ſuminaxies will 
ſeem as it were to be extinguiſned the ſtartes to 


drop from the firmament, the matians of the 


Orbs to be in rebellion, and hea vent ſelf to be 
wrapped up and foulded, and vaniſnaway t aud 


| whats here ſaid by the Prophet to befoulded up, 


by St. 70hn in the Apocalyps, is ſaid to terede and 
depart away. 
But to make this more plain, if ſuch as are not 
acquainted with Antiquities ſtartle at this word 
folded up, ſpeaking of the book, in the fimili- 
tude, they muſt know that the Pebrews (as alſo 
the, Romans and all civiliz'd people) had not 
then books bound up in Folio, Quarto, or dl apo, 
as thenow mode and form is, but in a different 
manner, for they had skins of velome or patchF 
H 3 ment, 


or, The Vanity of Star-gaxing. 101 
by Iſaiab is excellently expreſt in the ſimilitue 
of a book, which when we have made what uſe 
we can of it, and fully perus'd it, we claſp and 
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ment, or elſe the thin rindes of trees, RE 
and fixed together (of one and the ſame bleadtb) 
in length, and being faſtned at the one end to a 
Cy lineer, or round piece of wood they reſems * 
bled much our pedegrees which are drawn. 
by Heralds, or a web of cloth wrapt about 
a weavers denn ſo that when they had a minde 
to peruſe any parcel or paſſage, they did fold 

and unfold as occaſion required; and this the a 
Prophet uſed as a fimilitude: for, as the Mem- | 
branes encircle the round piece of wood, ſo do 

the Heavens environ and compaſs the Terreſtrial el 
Globe one above another, and wheeling round | 1 
about it, as it were their Axle-tree. - Thug have Þ it 
you heard many expoſitions of this ſeeming hard” 
place of Eſuia, and I am confident your oun p 
judgemeats will tell you; that not any one of 

— favoutt theſe grave maſters of Aſttology, It 
Southſayets, Fortune · tellers, Star- gazers, Quacks, | 2 
or what you will call them. 
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How it comes to pafs, that Aftrologers 
wy foretells many things true. 


this diſputation and draw to an period) that 

ve lay open the tea ſon why fo many Aſtro - 
o logicall predictions prove true and congru- 
al ent with the events and contingents: Of this * 
d | ſubjeRA we ſpoke ſomething formerly; but that 
re | it might be the more clearly handled, and forthe 
better underſtanding of the Reader it is prinet= 
n | pally referved to this its proper place. * al 
f 1 Although it be moſt certain & uncontroulably 
y, true, that Aſtrological predictions are moſt falſe, | 
s, | as we have already ſufficiently demonſtrated; bur 
becauſe in former ages, yea and in our preſent, 
all-knowing times it is almoſt believed, and that 
by grave and learned perſons, as agranced funda- 
mental, that in a manner all predictions of skil- 
ful Aſtrologers have proved true, and atteſted 
by their events and ſac: thereof, and that very 
fe or none have fallencout contrary:to' what 
* | they have divined. Well, let us alſo follow this 
torreit, leſt we ſhould he thought to ſwimme 2- 
gainſt tie ſtream, and ſcem to be poaures © con- 

| H 4 trario, 


d 1 now remainerh (chat we make an end of 
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trario, in oppoſing that which by publick aich 's 
and authority is cryed up and anbrjed, the veti-· Ane 
ty of thoſe predictions being granted. let us exe A. 
amine and look into the cauſes thereof; viz. by Go 
what means Aſtrologers can infallibly fore- teil ie 
future things, which ſeeing of themſelres they | 
are uncertain, they fall not within the power and Þr 
notion of humane intellect; I will avoid prolixi- 
ty, and thetefore do peremptorily affirm-, that if}; 
any predictions of Aſtrologers have proved true, ir. 
that truth ptroteeded not from the verity and fir- I 
mity of that art of Aſtronomancy, but from othe ; 
cauſes; and what theſe cauſes be I _l tell you 
ſuccin&ly. . : 


Folkr canſet there are by ſes; whereof Aﬀrobogert | | 
| - ſometimes ſpeak, truth. 


Sometemes by the very inſtin& of the Devil men art [] 


prick forwards to divine future — te 
| pe 

The firſt Cauſe. ſh 

tir 


Ometimes the verity of thoſe predictions | ſuc 
proceeds from a clandeſtine contract berwixt | an 

the Devil and the Aſtrologer, otherwhiles by an | ſc: 
implicite inſtin& or contra, and unperceptible | di 
inſtigation of the grand Impoſtor the general | ſie 
enemy of mankinde 5 men though 3 in | w 
them 


or, The Vanity of Star: gar ing. io 


th Ihemſelves of the devils deluſion, are impelled 
ri- Ind egg d on to divine and ptopheſie. This St. 
x· IAnguſtine confirms in the fifth book of the City of 
by God, chap. 7. ſaying, Not without cauſe do men be- 
IBeve that when Aſtrologers miraculouſly: almoſt; or 
ey ln leaſt ſtrangely, foretell many-things which prove 


ad ſerue, that is done by the inſtinct and help: of wicked 
di- Mirits, whoſe ſollicitous care it us to imprint: aud in- 


raft in the mindes of men the noxious and ſaul. de. 
ſtroying doctrine and opinion concerning ſyderial Fate, 
which poſſibly cannot be diſcovered by the Art of in- 
pecting ar obſerving the Horoſcope, which Art indeed 
4 none at all. Thus St. Auguſtine. 
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4 By how many wayes the Devil by himſelf 2 ſure- 
tell or teach others to do the lite in future thing. 


„ bars Devil firſt perſwades man and buzzeth in 
re his ear, that he will teach him how to fore- 
tell future contingents and accidents, either by 
preſenting himſelf unto him in a viſible form and 
ſhape, making large promiſes, or eiſe articula- 
ting and frame voices in the air, fore- ſbewing 
ns ſucceeding events without the aſſumption” of 
xt | any ae rial body; or by dropping dowa ſome 
in | ſcroll or character which ſhall contain ſuch like 
le | divinations; otherwhiles by dreams when we 
ll] ſlee p. at other times to men perfectly awake, by 
in | working upon their fancy, by poiſoning and poſ- 
121 | ſeſſing a 
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ſeſſing it with ſtrange chymericall imagination ig 
thereby to move the phantaſie to apprehend; 
ſtrange phantaſmaes, whilſt by this deceit han. 
moulds the party into an apt and fit diſpoſition a 
to predict and propheſie that which the phantaſ 
ma repreſented unto him: The devil may know]. 
ſome future things (which he imparteth) by di- co: 
vine revelation, diſcloſed unto him by a good 
Angel; for ſometimes Almighty God to bring 
things to their allotted end uſeth the miniſtery oi 
the devil: Other times the ſame Chapman will 
diſcover to man that which he himſelf is teſol ved l 
to put in execution, and by reaſon of the ineom 
parable celerity of his motion, he informs hi 
friends in a trice and moment of the tranſactſ 
ons of the moſt remote Regions in the world 4 
yet more, this cunning enemy of our hop't for} 
felicity., from cabinet councells, private confesJ 
rences, letters writ in never ſo concealed and un- 
known cyphers and characters, from private 
marks which are either interiorly inherent, or ex : I ve- 
teriorly in mans body: By a too too vigilant | ;up 
and ſollicitous inveſtigation will ſbrewdly gueſle | a: 
at and diſcover mans occult and hidden cogitas [ce;- 
tions and inclinings, and thoſe diſcover to his belt [ 
beloved. favourites: Another way he goes to /r. 
work, which is by the cauſes which neceſſarily |, 
mult concurr to produce ſuch an effect: and |; 
laſtly, by reaſon of the extream ſubtlety and di- 
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15 igence of his underſtanding, his long experience: 


naht ſo. many thouſand years, his great and eat : 


knowledge in all natutall things, he muſt needs 
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have a ſtrong advantage to ſearch out and mani · 
re 
The very thing of which we have now dif. 
Jcourſed is by St. Auguſtine in his book upon Gen. 
lap. 7. moſt exactly and candily demonſtrated; 
land therefore I judge it nat amiſſe to ſet down 
eis words: Concerning fates and fubtil quirkgof 
in ſie ſtars, and daaumental experiments drawn: 4 it 
eg rere from the art of demonſtratiug, or Mat be ſis hen 
n ſelf, which they call Apoteleſines, we utteriyrejelt as 
his being incoherent and oppoſite to Cathilick and Chriſtie 
en Faith; for by ſuch like diſputations the funde 
diÞand neceſſity of prayer is taken away: Sin (which 
or. aug bi tobe corrected) bolfter'd ap, the fault n r. 
fes ther laid upon Cod the aut hour and creatour f the 
n= Stars, then upon ſinful mans wic keducſt; and there- - 
ne fore we muſt confeſs and ſay that when any. truth or 
K+ veracities are predicted, it ts done by an oocult and 
nt | juperceptible Inſtintt, which aur weak capacities 
if; anwittingly entertain; which fince it is doneto. de- 
de ¶ cei ve and ſeduce poor man into errour, queſtionleſs it 
ll | 5 no other then the work aud operation of ſeducing ſpi- 
do | rite, uuto whom it is permitted to know ſome certain 
ly truth concerning temporal affairs; partly by reaſon 
ef che ſtrong acumen of their moſt ſubtle intellect; 
i [and partly by reaſon of their long and canning . expe- 
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7 
rience, proceeding from the vaſte longitude and tin wh 
of there being and continuance ,, and laſtly , revela. + 
tion from the holy Angels , being appointed ſo to A 
by their Almighty Creator, who diſtributes aud diſpel as 
ſeth humane merits, according to the ſincerity of h 

moſt ſecret and hidden juſtice ; and ſometimes thoſe 
wicked ſpirits'predif} ſhove things whith they them oc 
— are reſolved to bring to paſs by the way 2 1 4 
pbeſie or divinatiom; and good Chriſtians oug ht 
avoid and fige this fort of hr — _ 
other whoſoever profeſſing to tell Fortunes, (ali hong 
ſometimes they tell the truth) leſt they entangle a 
enſnare their deceived ſouls by ſome clandeſtine an 1 
implicit e contract with this grand enemy the devi 
Thus St. Auguſtine. | 


How. many ſeverall wayes and how grievonſly u 
fin, who either make uſe of the devil, or hel of bj 
Servants the Fortane-tellers, to know nul 


things. ; oe 
*Þrir 


XI. plungeth himſelf in a gulf of fin, what 4 
ſoever he is that hath recourſe to the De- . 
vil or Aſtrologers the Devils Inſtruments or Tra 8 
panners, to dive into future contingents; in this wy 
caſe many and ſeveral are the wayes of falling! in · * 
to fin, firſt when he addreſſes himſelf to the de. þ 

vil or the Aſtrologer his decoy to know fature a 


events, confiding that the devil for certain knows 
what- 
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hatſoever ſhall happen; for ſeeing that it 
onely proper and peculiar to the higheſt and 
vine Majeſty to know future contingents; he 
Aygo ſo impiouſly attributes that knowledge to 
the devil, falls into the horrid fin of Impiety and 
idolatry: and if it be accounted à ſin to con- 
Jociate and keep company with one excommuni- 
ated by the holy Church, how much more will 
Ft be to enter into league, drive bargain, and 
" Amake contracts with the moſt malignant enemy 
f Gods Church, a blaſphemer of che Deity, and 
>Hmoſt envious and implacable enemy of man- 
Skinde, who God himſelf hath baniſhed from the 
gociety both of men and Angels, unto the dark 
id hideous ſhades and infernall cloiſters, and 
Math inflicted upon him eternall and VR 3 
Pla gues and totments: and will man be ſo ma! 
s to take and make uſe of ſuch an accurſed fein 
"For his maſter, friend, and guide? And whoſo. 
fever he be that enters into this devilliſh famili- 
*Irity and combination, runs the extceam hazzard 
on lef loſing his ſoul, being luli'd aſleep with the 
a. Ilweet incantations and ſyrenicall allurements of 
* theſe divining Prognoſtications , which the devill 
4.2 layeth as an ambuſcado to entrap and circumvent 
poor man: He again highly offends the divine 
40 Majeſty who conſults with Aſtrologers to know 
me ſecret and hidden fins of his neigbbour; and 
un laſtly, he is inexcuſably to be blamed, who runs 
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after thoſe Miſcreants, the Devil, and Aſirg 
nomancers his. Diſci les, whereby to bie | 
felf to perpetrate {ſome —_—_ villany and j 4 
chief. 3 J* 


Theſe Kinde of Aſtroligers a are fr moſt porref . 
Big wicked life and converſation. 2 
A 


1 Quacks ate Imps of the devil, Famil 1 þ 
ars and Comrades of Satan, for no betta 
are our Fortune-rellers, as may eaſily be demoſ⸗ 1 
ſtrated: Firſt, by che impurity of their lives, and i 
brutiſhneſs of their converſationz ſecondly , by I 
the contempt they have of Chriſtian Religion 

and the true exerciſe of piety and practice of « 7 
votion; thirdly, as Owls they hate the light, and ik 
ſhun the ſociety of good and vertuous men, is l. 
dom appear in publick but lurk in holes and p 
vate corners, avoiding as much as in them lies, an} 
over⸗ ſeet of their exorbitant and unlawful peo 
ceedings ; of whoſe faith and religion, and not 
without cauſe, the wiſer fort of men make « 
great ſcruple and queſtion: And to conclude] 

ia Spain, and where the Inquiſition is in force] 0 
many of th's ſort of fellows having been ſecuſ chi 
red and put in durance, and duly examined by tiq bo 
learned Judges of that Court and Tribunal, ha ed 
openly confeſt their unchriſtian- like commetaſ wh 
and familiatity wich the Devil. Atun 


50 


We; 
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or, Ihe Vanity of Star gaxing. 111 
The ſtcond ¶ unſe. 


9 . ſecond Cauſe why Aſtrologers ſometimes 
: divine truly, happens through the occult 
and hidden diſpoſing of Divine Providence; 
which (as St. Auguſtine in his fourth and ſeventh 
MH book of Confeiſions {aith) doth ſo agitate by a 
nA private and unperceptible inſtinct, the blinde 
o and wicked mindes of theſe Divinets, that 
though they themſelves be ignorant thereof, yet 
Mi they tell to their Clients and Cuſtomers ſuch 
Mi things as either through their own dewerit or 
out of the inſcrutible abyſſe of the juſt judge- 
ment of the Higheſt , ate moſt fit for them to 
FT hear. 


y Of the mſe of caſting Lots amongſt the vAntitnts to 
Pro diſcover future things. 


Ke 4 A Ancients was a ſolemn cuſtom 

to ſelect certain verſes out of Poets, and 
MIC roll them up as we ſee in Lotteries of our age, or 
<MJchuſing of Valentines, and to draw them out of 
/ Wihoxes, hats, or aprons, by which it often happen- 
hol ed that men drew verſes, which contained that 
etch which was agreeable either to their preſent for- 
tune or future condition; as it happened in Alex- 
ander Severus be ing then bur a youth or ſtrip. 


ling, 
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ling, (and far from any hopes of aſpiring to uf. 
Monarchal Diadem) who being amongſt divers 
of his aſſociates at this interlude and paſtime} 
extracted out of the box or ſcrutiny ſome Verſe 
of that illuſtrious Poet Publius Virgilius Mari 
contained in the ſixth book of his Aneids, which 
predicted the Command of the whole Roman 
Empire. 5 ä ; 
Be carfull how to rule the Romane State. 
*T will be thy charge allotted out by Fate; J 
The humble cheriſh, and the proud caſt down, | « 
Cat T raytors off, and thou ſhalt keep thy Crown. | 


And it is no wonder that ſuch things now an. 
then come to paſſe through the permiſſion all 
God, moving themindes, moderating the tongue . 
and ſorting and mingling the lots according uf ;, 
he will have things to evene and fall out; for nol . | 
onely Balaam the South-ſayer and falſe Propheth . | 
but his Aſſe alſo foretold molt certain veracitic 
and future events. i 


, % 
By the permiſſion of God thoſe who ſa. earnefily gan « a 
after the knowledge of future things, are catcht Ml « ? 
Satans nets and teples, and intang led in many pen a q 
nicious errours. TP 


V E muſt not in this place omit the gravel  ,, 
good, and Chriſtian admonition of St] « 
Auguſt int, 


then even by che-permiſſion of Our heayenly 
14 Creator it is ſo brought about, that the devils, © 
"4 * by the help of man forelleth many hogs whith , 7 

py 5 You. "oh 
« rious ſuperſtition, deſtructive petſwaſion, and 


— 


L 


prove true, whereby many ſeduced 


« ;jmpious curioſity, in believing thoſe vain Divi- 


% nations, being left to themſelves, or as it were 


1 © by God forſaken, through the demerit of theit 
1 © fore- paſt fins and'tranſgreſſions,; tun head-long 
into moſt dangerous and execrable villanies. 
{| © and enormities: let us take St. Auguſtine along, 
with us. Hence it is, ſaich he; that chrough 4 
1 © hidden and occult divine jud gement men thirſt- 
L ing after the knowledge of unlawful things, ae 

delivered over as their wanton yoluptuouſneſs 
N hath deſerved to be deluded and deceived by 


the fraud and deceic of the prevaricating An- 
gels, unto whom the loweſt part of the world: 
according to the admirable order of things by 
« Inſtitute of Divine Providence, is ſubjected; by 
*« which deceptions and deluſions it falls out; that 
through the moſt damnable and ſupetſlitious 
« divinations, many as well future as pteſent cona 
** tingents are diſcovered, and happen according. 
ey as by them predicted; and many things fall 
Out through their obſervations; of the adorers 
* of this art; that being intangled they become 
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or, The Vanity of Star gaxing. 113 
L Augaſtine in his book of Chriſtian Docttine 
7 | chap. AL, 23. wherein he averrs, « That now and 
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t daily more and more curious, and ſo enſnare -/ 
tand involve themſelves in che traps: and 4 
; tacklings of moſt perniciouserrour ; this kinde 
v of ſoul-fornication the ſacred Scripture Uiſco=J | 
* vers and alſo addes; if they fore-tell you things 
4 which really ſo fall out, yet give no faith orf 
© belicf unto them: for thongh the Image off 
dead Samuel foretold unto Saal veracities, yet q 
al 
I 


© was the ſacriledge by which that Image was 
tt effected the more to be execrated and deteſted. 

The woman in the Acts of the Apoſtles told 
àᷣ things which were true and certain, did St. Paul 
& therefore conn ive at that wicked ſpiritꝰ no, ha 
_ *chaſtized him, and diſpoſſeſſing and caſting him 
te forth, delivered and freed the poor creature 
from that vexation and thraldom: then needs 
« muſt all theſe Apoteleſmatical Arts and obnox i- 1: 
tous ſuperſtitions begotten and brought forth 


*by peſtiferous combination betwixt man and 0 
© the devill, be odious and hateful to know ing w 


*mortals, and to be avoided and abhorted by all I cc 
good Chriſtians ; Thus this great light of Gods li 
6“ Church, ä ' 

To theſe may be added two cauſes more, and d 
although not ſo probable, yet as much in uſe and | di 
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Aſtrological Art. | 
e Canſe: 


1 FT Any there are who fotetell futute things 
not ſo much by their skill in Aſtrology, 


and Apoteleſmaticals, as by a deep and ſearching 
teach of a pregnant intellect, and by a long 
knowledge in the practice of humane affaites, 
from whence they divine ſtrange things to theie 
Clients, from the obſervation and inſi ght in theit 


obſerving what kinde of courſe of life they lead, 


'| whether vertuouſly or viciouſly inclined ; what 


company they frequent, what exerciſes they de- 
light in, they imagine and intimate what is like- 
ly co befall them; and from hence with a great 
deal of audacity and impudent confidence pre- 
dict what enſuing events (hall befall them: And 
according to this rule and ſcore when they ſee a 
Prince to tyrannize over his Subjects; and rack 
them with Contributions, Excize, Free quarter, 
and ſuch like other extortions, preſently they di- 
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affairs and negotiations, employments, ſtudies 
ind conditions; for ſome there are who'taking a 
= ſurvey of the temper , affections, and. tnclinati- - 
ons of other meus bodies and conliitutions; ane 


, 
5 
* 
4; 
7 
* 
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unking'd: If any man ſpend his time in robbing} 
by the high way, breaking up of houſes, or theJ 
like, Oh he ſhall be hang'd ; a blaſphemer of God 
and Religion, a broacher of damnable Hereſies, 
a murdereſſe of her Husband, queſtionleſſe you 
ſhall be told, ſuch an ong, muſt be bound at 4 
ſtake, and round about it fire and fagots, and ſo 
be burne to death. This kinde of divining crafty. 
Hannibal made uſe of, who perceiving the temeri. 
ty, raſhneſſe, and ignorance in the Martial Diſci- 
pline of the Romane Conſuls and General, Te- 
rentius Varro and C. Flaminius foretold and pro- 
pheſied unto his Africans a glorious victory, and 
to the Romans an ignominious overthrow and 
diſmal ſlaughter; which confident aſſertion of 
Hannibal, the immediate overthrow of the Ro- 
mane Army, and deſtruction of the ſouldiers, 
made current and good. 5 


The too much confidence and credulity of (uch as run 
After Aſtrologers oft times # the canſe of their 
ſpeaking truth. | 


The fourth ¶ auſe. 


OO" times the preditions of Afſtrologers 
prove true, through the fooliſh and light 
credulity of their Clients; for men for the moſt 
| part 
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vine, that this potentate ſhall be murtheted; or} 
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I they molt vehemently defice and thirſt after, or 


; _ after that preknowledge of their fortunes doth 
diſtill and infuſe into their thoughts, either a 


promiſe; or contrariwiſe, an inavoidable fear 
and ſadneſſe, abhorring the deplorable” and fatall 


fall upon chem Theſe two paſſions of the 


power over man, that they work ſtrangely upon 
44 him, and oft are the efficients, that Contingents 
come ſo to paſle as predicted by Aſtrologers; 
fora vehement and ardent hope and deſire of the 
promiſed good fortunes, doth ofttimes ſo ſtir up 


and induce man to make himſelf fit to receive 

them, that he employeth all his endesvours, and 

is | vſeth his utmoſt ſedulity to make himſelf a wor- 

ip | thy ſubject fic to receive and entertain ſo 

great and wiſht for fortunes and preferments; 

and by this careful d ſpoſition of mart in himſelf 

ir often comes to pals, that he hits the mark, and 
arrives at the port and haven of his ſo longingly 

lockt after promiſt happineſſ: and good for- 

de] tunes: and on the other ſide, the terror; fear, and 

& | horrour of calamities and evils fotetold ſo work 

12 upon 
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part give credit and belief unto ſuch things as 
are foretold them either concetning the reſults * 


ſuch as they moſt extreamly fear and abhor: for 4 
this vain and ſottiſh credulity of perſons gaping 
grand hope of the good which the Star-gazers 


events Which they ate made be lieve ſhall ſhortly 


minde Hope and Pear have fuch dominion and N 


4 
*J 


umphs: The ſouldiers by this encouraging prog- 
noſtication (though onely a time-ſervice Lye) 
heartned and animated with courage and un- 
daunted bravery, joyn battle, and boldly engage 
the enemy, put to flight and rout thoſe Squa- 
drons, Files, and Troops, which the Augurs and 
Diviners through their ſuperſtitious obſervations 

Ss : denoun. 


a denounced v 
n Admirall of nes, 

J beholding a i aden Eclipſe of the Moon, vin 
ing} imagined with himſelf, that if he weighed anchor 
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that night, and ſer ſail , ſome diſaſter or ſtorm 
would ſcatter and confound his Navy; through +» 
fooliſh fear he ſtayes ſtill in his ſuppoſed ſafe har- * 
bour, but before morning, to chaltiſe his folly, he 
together with his whole Fleet is ſurprized by the 
ex- Syracuſans. And here to make good my pro- 
(as miſe made in the beginning to avoid prolixity, ! 
y : conclude this Diſcourſe concerning Aſtrologicall 
the] Divination. 

ift- To the Eternal Father Creator of all things: 
ure To our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : To che 
the Holy Spirit, to whom onely things preſent, paſt, 
ru-J and future are perfectly known and manifeſt, be 
ng all Glory, Honour, and Praiſe for ever and ever. 
in- AMEN, 
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